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Doris, 

 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

 

It's good to be back with you again.  A year and a half into my mandate, I sense that 
we are really working together on a range of common issues. 

 

And our cooperation has already brought success, with the European Heritage 
Label.  This was a good piece of work, and I hope we can continue in the same 
spirit. 
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Last month in Strasbourg, many of us took part in the joint debate on education and 
culture.  Our discussion revealed that we share a common vision of what is most 
important for our citizens, and where the European Union can make a real 
difference. 

Education and culture need proper public investment if they are to play their full role 
in society.  At times of economic crisis, we must continue to invest in the sources of 
future growth.  This is equally true of our work at European level, where the EU adds 
value to the efforts of our Member States. 

In the second part of this year, I will launch a Communication on the Modernisation 
of Higher Education.  This is one of the Commission's strategic initiatives for 2011, 
and one of the most important parts of the 'Youth on the Move' strategy. 

One of our Europe 2020 targets is that at least 40% of our young people should 
have completed higher education.  Apart from the social and cultural benefits of 
higher education, this will help Europe to fill the 16 million new jobs that will require 
higher qualifications in 2020. 

But it's not enough to have a quantitative target.  We also need to think deeply about 
the sort of higher education we want to see develop in the coming years. 

 My Communication will try to answer some difficult questions.  How do we ensure 
that all people have fair access to higher education?  What sort of relationship do 
we want to develop with business?  How do we help our universities to open up to 
the world and compete for global talent?  How do we help students, teachers and 
researchers to be more mobile?  How do we promote the employability of graduates 
while protecting the values of learning for its own sake? 

All of these questions have taken on new urgency as Europe's youth continues to 
suffer from a profound economic crisis.  When youth unemployment reaches 40%, 
as it has in some countries, we see how it starts to feed frustration and anger 
among an entire generation. 

When young people begin to lose hope in the future, they start to question our most 
basic institutions.  Our very democracy is at stake.  All of us should see this as a 
warning sign – and a call for action. 

This is why I believe education needs to find a new place in the European Union's 
policies and budget.  Only by modernising and investing in our education systems 
will Europe equip its people for a knowledge-based society that is increasingly 
global.  European cooperation can help us produce the skills for this new economy 
and a more active citizenship. 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Two weeks from now, the Commission will adopt its proposals for the next 
Multiannual Financial Framework.   

Now is not the time to discuss figures.  The Commission will take its final decision at 
the end of this month, and it will do so as a college, balancing our competing 
ambitions. 

But I want you to know that I have used all my energy to argue for proper funding in 
education and culture.  The EU has set itself important targets in its 2020 strategy, 
and now we must secure the means to achieve them. 

Let me underline once again.  Even in a time of austerity, a civilised society must 
continue to invest in the education of its people.  In today's Europe, our people are 
the source of our future growth and prosperity. 
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I am confident that you will support me in this struggle because I think we agree on 
what matters. 

All of us here understand the importance of education and culture in European 
society.  We all understand that they require substantial public investment and that, 
without this investment, we will fail the Europe 2020 objectives.  

We all want to expand the opportunities for mobility, so that more Europeans – of all 
ages – can study, teach, and train abroad.  We all believe in the value of lifelong 
learning. 

But let me be clear.  If we want to achieve these goals – more investment in 
education and culture, more mobility for our people – then we cannot simply defend 
the status quo.  It cannot be "business as usual". 

I am the first person to defend our education programmes.  They are a success.  All 
of us here can be proud of what they have achieved.  At relatively little cost, they 
make a real difference to the lives of millions of people.  And the name "Erasmus" 
has come to symbolise opportunity beyond the EU. 

Whatever we do in the future, we must keep what is best from the past.  But we also 
need to recognise when things change. 

In the last couple of years, some very important things have changed.  We are still 
feeling the effects of the economic and financial crisis, which has put huge pressure 
on public budgets.  We all have a duty to spend as intelligently and efficiently as 
possible. 

And yet the crisis facing Europe's youth has only deepened in many countries.  It is 
a crisis that threatens our social peace.  This is why we need to look at everything 
we do, every euro we spend, and try to do better.  And I believe we can do better. 

In the current Financial Framework, the EU's support for education, training and 
youth is very fragmented.  We see a range of programmes with different objectives 
and identities, covering different regions of the world, operating in different ways – 
but with limited interaction between them.  It would be hard to measure how far this 
patchwork serves our long-term political goals. 

We should certainly keep what works best – above all, a wide range of education 
stakeholders who enjoy mobility and transnational cooperation, including pupils, 
students, teachers, professors, researchers, young people and volunteers as well as 
adults.  But we can achieve this and still simplify our activities so that we have a 
single, coherent strategy serving our Europe 2020 goals. 

I believe we should concentrate our future programme for education, training and 
youth on just three types of action: 

 

• learning mobility; 

• policy reform at EU level and with third countries [e.g. modernisation of higher 
education]; 

• cooperation and partnerships between educational institutions and other 
stakeholders [e.g. university-business dialogue]. 

 

These three actions are complementary.  They reinforce each other.  To be most 
effective, they should belong to a single programme, with all the benefits this brings. 

A single programme will ensure that everything we do contributes to the 2020 
strategy, our education targets, the modernisation of higher education and our youth 
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strategy.  Our stakeholders will face fewer and simpler procedures.  Our managers 
will have a clearer set of rules and tools. 

The identity of our programme – the branding – is of course important.  But names 
and logos should not dictate our policy.  Let us first get the policy right, and then 
decide on the name. 

My final word on education is to talk about a new financial instrument that I hope we 
might be able to introduce under the new programme. 

Today, young people studying for a Masters degree are often unable to get financial 
support for mobility.  Only a few countries make it possible for these students to take 
out a loan to study in another country.  And it would be too expensive for the EU to 
fund traditional grants for Masters students, as we do under Erasmus. 

I want to address this gap by creating a guarantee scheme, funded at European 
level with the help of the EIB, which would encourage national banks to provide 
loans for Masters students. 

My aim is to help thousands of young people to complete their Masters abroad, 
regardless of their social background, and at little extra cost to the EU budget.  Let 
me be absolutely clear: the loan guarantee would come in addition to our grants for 
mobility.  It is complementary. 

This innovative approach to funding as well as our efforts to simplify our 
programmes are very much in line with the SURE Committee of this Parliament, 
whose report called for precisely these sorts of reforms. 

 

Let me now turn to culture. 

Of course, we have been thinking about the future of our Culture and MEDIA 
Programmes.  Let me reassure you, once again, that I want to develop both of them, 
and secure their autonomy and proper resources.  We have all taken part in a 
thorough debate on the value of these programmes, and I want to thank you for your 
support. 

Our thinking has also focused on how best to support the cultural and creative 
industries.  I believe this is the best way to bring culture into the 2020 strategy – and 
the best way to secure more funding for culture. 

Our cultural and creative industries represent 4.5% of EU GDP, but I am convinced 
that they can do more. 

These industries face structural problems that demand European solutions.  They 
operate in a fragmented market and suffer from underinvestment.  A number of 
obstacles make it hard to access finance: the intangible nature of their assets, the 
uncertain commercial success of individual products, and the banks' lack of 
expertise in the evaluation of cultural projects. 

This is where the EU can add value.  I have been looking at a new financial 
instrument that would be dedicated to the cultural and creative industries.  The idea 
would be to provide guarantees to banks.  These guarantees would partially cover 
loans which are used by the end beneficiary as working capital or investment. 

Why do I believe in this idea? 

First, we want to have a systemic impact by encouraging banks to accept new types 
of collateral from SMEs, such as intellectual property rights, rather than 
cumbersome personal guarantees. 

Second, we bring value for money – by increasing the efficiency of EU support 
through leverage and networking effects and economies of scale. 
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Third, we cause spill-over effects by spreading expertise from a small core of 
Member States to the rest of the EU. 

Let me finish with a few words on sport.  I continue to believe that sport deserves its 
own place in the EU budget – and that remains my goal. 

We are all aware of the financial pressures that have restricted EU activity so far; 
these pressures have not disappeared.  But I am still making the argument for a 
sports programme that would address the truly European challenges facing sport, 
and promote its social and educational functions. 

Today more than ever, sports governance is in need of reform.  I believe the 
European Union can play a useful role, supporting federations as they try to bring 
greater transparency to their work. 

Later this year, we will organise a conference to look at the question of sports 
agents.  This continues the lively debate that has taken place in this Parliament, and 
follows the study that the Commission produced earlier this year. 

I will also work closely with all stakeholders to combat illegal betting, match-fixing 
and other forms of corruption in sport.  These are truly global problems that demand 
coordination and a role for the EU. 

 

Dear colleagues, 

I will need all of your support to make this happen.  We are in for a hard battle, not 
only among the institutions but with parts of our media and other vested interests. 

We serve a good cause, and our arguments are credible.  Education and culture 
deserve proper funding within the EU budget – they bring real benefits to millions of 
Europeans, and at little cost. 

If we agree on our political priorities, and I think we do, then let us work together for 
a budget that will open up new opportunities for our people.  A budget that will help 
them to achieve their full potential in tomorrow's Europe. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


