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Letter of Intent between the European Union and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on a 
SME policy dialogue 

Both, Myanmar and the European Union, support Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), helping 
them to prosper in a business friendly economic environment. Both Sides are determined to improve 
the framework conditions of SMEs by reducing the administrative burden and to encourage the 
internationalisation of companies in both directions.  

Both, Myanmar and the European Union, acknowledge that global markets present an untapped 
potential for many SMEs and that SMEs should benefit from the opportunities offered by 
globalisation. Both Myanmar and the European Union are determined to ensure a higher degree of 
cooperation between export oriented SMEs on both sides. 

Both Myanmar and the European Union hereby intend to establish a dialogue on SME Policy. 

The dialogue should promote mutual understanding and enhance bilateral cooperation and the 
exchange of information on SME Policy and establish communication channels so as to strengthen the 
exchange of information.  

The dialogue should focus on exchanging information and practices aiming at the development of a 
modern SME policy framework conducive to entrepreneurship in an enhanced business environment. 
The dialogue will be inspired by the methodology applied for the Small Business Act for Europe with 
a major focus on reduction of administrative burden and access to markets.  

Special attention should be paid to the following areas:  

• Exchange best practices to create SME friendly legislation (SME Test, Think Small 
First principle)  

• Public – Private Business consultation and cooperation in Research and Innovation  

• Exchange best practices on SMEs internationalisation and cooperation 

• Strong business associations. 

The dialogue should be open and flexible so that it can be adapted to new priorities. Meetings are 
intended to be organised when appropriate, possibly once a year.  

Suitable organisational arrangements should be put in place for the pursuit of the dialogue, including 
the appointment of "SME Envoys" and of senior officials as co-chairpersons of the dialogue. Contact 
points should be established at the technical level, both in the Ministry of ……………………….. (to 
indicate by Myanmar) and in the Directorate-General of Enterprise and Industry of the European 
Commission.  

It should not be ruled out that other partners, including those from administration or other stakeholders 
may be involved in the dialogue as appropriate. Actions, conferences, trainings, exchange of good 
practices and other events organised under the dialogue should be arranged jointly and on the basis of 
mutual agreement.  

This Letter of Intent does not intend to create rights or obligations under international law.  

Antonio Tajani 
Vice President of the European Commission 

Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship 
 

Representative- to be indicated by Myanmar 
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Letter of Intent between the European Union and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on 
cooperation in the field of sustainable tourism 

Today we, Antonio Tajani, Vice President of the European Commission and XXX (to be indicated by 
Myanmar) of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar have met in order to examine possible ways of 
strengthening relations and cooperation in the field of sustainable tourism. 

In accordance with the Communication of the European Commission "Europe, the world's No 1 tourist 
destination – a new political framework for tourism in Europe" and with Myanmar’s tourism policy, 

Considering the importance the European Union and Myanmar attach to sustainable, responsible and 
competitive tourism – as outlined in our respective strategies on tourism, 

Emphasizing the importance of establishing and strengthening tourism cooperation between the 
European Union and Myanmar and of promoting development models of sustainable and responsible 
tourism, 

Recognizing that it is strategically important to develop new tourism initiatives based on the principles 
of sustainability, responsibility, competitiveness and on the inputs of stakeholders active in the field of 
tourism, in particular of the private sector, and to strengthen information exchanges and cooperate in 
the field of sustainable tourism policies, 

We will endeavour to work jointly towards: 

– The establishment of a periodic dialog and exchange of information between our 
services responsible for tourism on the respective initiatives in the field of tourism, to 
ensure the development of sustainability and competitiveness in tourism in the 
European Union and in Myanmar; 

– The exchange of good practices in the development of sustainable tourism among 
European and Myanmar’s tourism authorities and main stakeholders, including the 
academic world, notably in the fields of natural and cultural heritage preservation and 
promotion, small and medium-size enterprises, training and skills, and the 
improvement of tourism services quality. 

This Letter of Intent does not intend to create rights or obligations under international law.  

Antonio Tajani Representative- to be indicated by Myanmar 

Vice President of the European Commission 

Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship 
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Letter of intent for a policy dialogue on raw materials between the European Union and the 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar and the European Union recognise that raw materials, 
covering minerals, natural rubber and forest-based materials are indispensable inputs to industrial 
production which provide growth and employment in both Myanmar and EU.  

These primary industries play a key role for both sides in the supply of these raw materials and the 
competitiveness of these sectors is a crucial factor in reducing our vulnerability to supply hazards and 
to boost our development and growth. Their related downstream industries depend on a secure supply 
of these materials and any interruption of their flows entails major threats for our economies and 
societies at large. In an inter-dependent world economy, the European Union and the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar will strive to provide a comprehensive response to these problems. 

Both the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and the European Union hereby intend to work together 
to establish a dialogue on raw materials. 

The dialogue is intended to cover two sectors in the following main areas: 

– Mining: 

• Geological knowledge and skills 

• Environmental issues in mining 

• Mining rehabilitation 

• Social impacts and social acceptance of mining 

• Competence and capacity building 

– Forest-based sector: 

• Sectoral knowledge and skills 

• Environmental issues in logging 

• Social impacts and social acceptance of logging 

The dialogue will promote mutual understanding, enhance bilateral cooperation and the exchange of 
information on policies related to raw materials and establish communication channels to strengthen 
the exchange of information. It will also support the drive for transparency in the extractive industries 
sector. 

The dialogue should be open and flexible so that it can be adapted according to new priorities. 
Meetings should be organised when appropriate, normally once a year, at the request of one Party and 
with the agreement of the other. 

Suitable organisational arrangements should be put in place for the pursuit of the dialogue, including 
the appointment of senior officials as co-chairpersons of the dialogue. Contact points should be 
established at the technical level, both in the Ministries of Mines/ Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry Agriculture & Irrigation of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and in 
the Directorate-General of Enterprise and Industry of the European Commission.  

As appropriate, other partners, including those from administration or other stakeholders, including 
from the private sector, may be involved in the cooperation. Events and other actions organised under 
the cooperation may be arranged jointly and on the basis of mutual agreement.  

This Letter of intent does not intend to create rights or obligations under international law. 

Antonio Tajani 
Vice President of the European Commission 

Commissioner for Industry and 
Entrepreneurship 

 

Dr. Myint Aung 
Minister 

Ministry of Mines 
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
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