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SPEECH 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is an honour for me to close the 15th edition of the Forum on Eco-innovation. First, I would like 

to congratulate Cao Duc Phat, the Vietnamese Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development 

and his team, as well as the UN Environment Programme for their excellent co-operation with 

colleagues from the European Commission in organising such a successful event.  

My words of gratitude also go to each and every  chair and speaker which have allowed us to 

have new insights and vision on the future perspectives for the South-East Asian market for an 

important and promising industry, such as the processing, packaging and retailing sectors. Let me 

thank you all for your commitment and hard work throughout the last two days. 

This very important conference has given us the opportunity to understand the potential of the 

great achievements made in the sectors of the food supply chain. We have learnt about best 

practice. We now have a vision on the future and how European industry can cooperate with 

South-East Asian companies to maximise the benefits of a clear win-win situation on the basis of 

the good work  already done. 

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished hosts, 

I would like to conclude this Forum with a look at the big picture: let me convey my thoughts on 

the way in which resource efficiency plays a critical role in the sustainability of the global 

economy.  

Why is resource efficiency important for a sustainable global economy?  

The availability of natural resources underpins the functioning of the global economy and our 

quality of life. Each year, in Europe, we use on average 16 tons of materials per person to run our 

economy. Of that, about 6 tons per person become waste, almost half of it ending up in landfill. 

On top of depleting our natural resources and posing a severe burden on waste management, such 

implicit costs have an effect on the competitiveness of industry.  

We also know that, according to industry estimates, the current use of recycled scrap metal in 

Europe is limited to around 40 to 60 % of input to metal production. Clearly there is margin for 

improvement. Increasing resource efficiency can therefore open up significant economic 

opportunities for future growth and jobs, not just in the green tech sectors but across the wider 

economy as it contributes to increase productivity, to lower costs and to boost competitiveness.  

 A strong European and global industrial base that can continue to contribute to wealth and job 

creation will depend on our ability to respond to the increasing shortage of certain resources. It 
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will also depend, on our ability to find industrial efficiencies along value chains. In the food-

supply chain in particular, greater consideration to resource efficiency will have a positive effect 

both on business and consumers. 

This means moving from today's linear economy – where we mine, manufacture, use and throw 

away – towards a circular economy, where, for example, we re-introduce waste into the 

production cycle as a secondary raw material; and where one industry's waste becomes another's 

raw material. We need to improve the way we think, generate wealth and grow our economy.  

So the question today is not anymore IF we should move towards a resource efficient circular 

economy, but rather WHAT we need to do to make this transition happen? 

Which is the role of eco-innovation in the transition to a resource-efficient circular 

economy? 

One key factor, which will contribute to bringing about the changes needed to increase the 

competitiveness of industry, is eco-innovation. Eco-innovation acts upon the way resources flow 

in the economy and provides solutions to optimize resource use. Eco-innovation addresses 

systems as a whole; it looks at supply chains in their entirety.  

Past experience suggests that structural changes have been driven by waves of innovation which 

combine changes in technology with shifts in public perception and consumer behaviour.   

The transition to a greener economy therefore requires co-operation amongst all stakeholders: 

governments, businesses, researchers and citizens. 

Food-supply and food-processing companies need to see the business opportunity instead of 

considering resource efficiency as an external challenge. This requires, for example, better 

collaboration across the supply chain and more efficient production processes. The relationship 

between provider and customer could also change from selling a product to selling the use a 

product can have.  

Citizens -in their role of consumers- also have a major role in reducing the impact of their 

purchases through their choices.  Product-sharing, for instance, is an example of how citizens can 

satisfy their needs with lower environmental impact. On the selling side, better shelf-marketing is 

also an efficient manner to foster smart purchasing. 

Policies at all levels of governance are needed to provide the structural conditions for people to 

make more sustainable choices. 
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Research will contribute to the transition by facilitating co-creation of knowledge within sectors 

to tackle societal needs. The real challenge for the research community is therefore to match 

scientific output with green marketable solutions serving the needs of our citizens.  

Last but not least, I would like to say a few words on the role governments have in the 

promotion of eco-innovation to foster the competitiveness of the agro-food industry. Policy 

makers are leaders and partners in the transition to an economy with a higher eco-innovation 

component.  Policy makers need to establish the right framework conditions to stimulate 

innovation so that investors understand its advantages and local population reap its benefits.   

Let me underline that in Asia, Vietnam is a leading example of a country which is making the 

effort to create sustainable policy frameworks. Your recently adopted National Green Growth 

Strategy for 2011-2020 with a vision up to 2050 is a key instrument -and the only one of its kind 

in the ASEAN region. It provides the framework for the transition to a green economy at national 

level. Among other things, it aims at ending dependence on fossil fuels by removing subsidies for 

them, reducing energy consumption in industry, transport and commerce, while increasing the 

use of renewables as well as investment in technologies for recycling and re-use. 

Governments need to play their part in promoting global sustainable development. The key 

message from the Sustainable Development Conference in Rio last year was that addressing 

poverty and achieving sustainable development go hand-in-hand. Moreover, we need to leverage 

technology transfer and business opportunities better in the context of a truly sustainable 

international cooperation.  

As pressures increase on the food industry in relation to global resource shortage and 

environmental degradation, companies will face both challenges and opportunities. Resource 

efficiency through eco-innovation is a sustainable business approach which can help address such 

long-term issues and help businesses increase their ability to access new markets, enhance 

product quality and technical capacity, and increase profitability.  

However, not enough companies are undertaking eco-innovation to the scale needed. As we 

have seen over the last two days, there is potential to increase both the amount of eco-innovation 

all along the supply chain as well as overall improvements at systemic level. 

We therefore need to enhance the food industry’s capacity to innovate and increase the 

sustainability of each sector of the food supply chain.  

The recommendations you developed during this Forum will help us shape the right policies to 

support a sustainable food supply chain for the future as well as the ways in which to address the 

challenges this sector faces across the globe. 
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This Forum has shown us the potential for cooperation to deliver more sustainable growth models 

and the wealth of experiences, policies and best practices that already exist.  

Thank you very much for your attention.  

 
 
 


