
Overview of the EU Steel Action Plan 
 

The steel action plan – 6 areas of actions 
1. The right regulatory framework  
2. Boosting demand for steel 
3. A level playing field in terms of access to raw materials and trade  
4. Energy, climate, resource and energy efficiency policies to boost 

competitiveness  
5. Boosting Innovation 
6. Easing restructuring and addressing skill needs 

The Commission's actions 
The Right Regulatory Framework 

1. Cumulative cost assessment for the steel sector in 2013 to assess the overall 
regulatory burden 

2. Support Steel Construction Products Mark (SustSteel) 
Boosting demand for steel 

3. Support  key steel-using sectors, in particular automotive (CARS 2020) and 
construction (Sustainable Construction)  

A level playing field in terms of access to raw materials and trade  
4. Use effectively trade policy tools to esure European steel producers have 

access to third country markets 
5. Fight unfair trade practices 
6. Report on the evolution of steel imports 
7. Monitor scrap markets  
8. Present a legislative proposal on inspections and controls on waste shipments, 
9. Include coking coal in the list of Critical Raw Materials  
10. Engage with the main non-EU producing countries to develop common 

approaches  
Energy, climate, resource and energy efficiency policies to boost 

competitiveness  
11. Issue guidance in 2013 on renewable energy support schemes  
12. Issue a Guidance Letter on the competition assessment of long-term electricity 

contracts in case of novel or unresolved questions, 
13. Analyse and report on the composition and drivers of energy prices and costs 

in Member States  and other major economies 
14. Analyse the impact of the ETS on electricity prices in the EU   
15. Add the manufacturing of certain forged ferrous products to the list of sectors 

deemed exposed to carbon leakage for direct costs. 
16. Promote energy efficiency investments (new boilers for power generation, gas 

recovery in steelmaking, Top-Pressure Recovery Turbine Plant (TRT), waste 
heat recovery),  

17. Use eco-design requirements for recyclability and dismantling in order to 
ensure easier separation of steel suitable for recycling  

18. Assess how the revenues related to the ETS can be earmarked and used to 
finance climate-related objectives, including the deployment of new and 
innovative technologies in the EII. 



19. Pursue negotiations towards concluding a binding international agreement on 
climate change by 2015 to ensure adequate commitments by major economies 

20. Set up standards for assessing the GHG emissions in energy-intensive sectors, 
21. Develop the Life Cycle Approach (LCA) methodology to allow better 

consideration of recyclability of materials,  
Boosting Innovation 

22. Support, in the framework of Horizon 2020, R&D demonstration and pilot 
projects for new technologies for cleaner, more resource and energy-efficient 
technologies, including Public Private Partnerships such as SPIRE (Sustainable 
Process Industry through Resource and Energy Efficiency) and the Strategic 
Energy Technology Plan (SET)  

23. Focus financial support on the up-scaling and piloting phase going beyond the 
research phase, 

24. Identify measures to foster innovation along the raw material value chain in 
the European Investment Partnership (EIP) on Raw materials. 

Employment and Restructuring 
25. Reinforce apprenticeship schemes  
26. Set up a European Skills Council for the steel industry to bring together 

existing national organizations working on skills development and employment,  
27. Use Sector Skills Alliances, through the Erasmus for All programme, to design 

and deliver joint curricula and methods, 
28. Support active training and life-long-learning policies  
29. Ensure accessibility to EU funds via a dedicated task force in major cases of 

plant closures or significant downsizing,  
30. Present a Quality Framework for anticipating change and restructuring setting 

out the best practices to be applied by all stakeholders,  
31. Ensure that EU funds take into account the durability of the investments in 

creating and maintaining jobs. 

The Commission invites Member States to: 
1. To assess the impact of all national measures on the price of energy for EII 

such as taxation, capacity and network levies, tariffs and support mechanisms 
for renewables or other energy forms and consider appropriate measures to 
reduce the price of energy for EII in the respect of fiscal consolidation, 
competition rules and the integrity of the internal market, 

2. Consider establishing earmarking ETS revenues for RDI projects for EII,  

3. Step up efforts to decrease the gap of average energy prices and costs 
between the EU industry and its main competitors by strengthening market 
functioning and security of supply in the energy sector 

Within 12 months of the adoption of the Steel Action Plan, the Commission will assess the 
impact of the measures taken and if necessary give additional recommendations in 
particular to minimize energy costs for EII.  

Funding the Steel Action Plan 2014-2020 
EU funds 

1. Structural Funds 

2. Horizon 2020 (Commission's proposal 80 billion): the European Innovation 
Partnership, R&D demonstration pilot projects and Public Private Partnerships to 
foster new, cleaner and energy efficient technologies (SPIRE, EMIRI).   

3. Research Fund for Coal and Steel 280 million 

4. European Social Fund and European Globalization Fund 



Member States Funds 

 
1. State aid support for EU 2020 objectives: R&D, innovation, training and 

employment aid as well as aid to increase environmental protection and to 
offset the indirect costs of ETS such as higher energy prices  

2. ETS revenues earmarked by MS in favour of research  

European Investment Bank 
1. Businesses may apply for preferential loans to ensure compliance with Best 

Available Techniques (BATs) in steelmaking 

 

 


