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Honourable Members of the European Parliament, 

distinguished entrepreneurs, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Firstly let me convey to you the regards of 

European Commission Vice-President Antonio Tajani, 

whom I am representing today, together with his best 

wishes for a fruitful SME Summit. He is in Poland, 

attending in Krakow the European Tourism Forum. 

 

It is extraordinarily appropriate that we are meeting 

here today in the Hemicycle of the European Parliament.   
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Entrepreneurship is a central theme for the Vice-

President and this location symbolises one of the most 

important aspects of today's SME Summit – namely, 

that we are all gathered here to bring Brussels and 

European citizens closer together.   

 

It is symbolic of the importance we all attach to 

SMEs that we are here through the joint efforts of the 

European Commission and the European Parliament. 

 

A joint effort is vital for Europe, specially in these 

days. 

 

I will not tell you the usual messages. I will refrain 

from saying once more: 

 

- that small and medium-sized enterprises shape the 

very backbone of our economy; 
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- that SMEs employ two-thirds of the private 

workforce in Europe;  

- that they represent about 58% of the added value 

in our economy and create 80% of the new jobs in 

Europe.   

 

On the contrary I will invite you to join forces with 

us to ensure a future for our economy. Growth, growth 

and growth: these are the three key words I would like 

to share with you today. 

 

SMEs represent a great European tradition – a 

tradition built on workmanship, on family businesses, 

on quality and service. 

 

We must work together for the growth of our SMEs. 

 

Work together. 
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Here in this Hemicycle today, we are a team of 

different players with different roles.  

 

The European institutions are committed to do their 

utmost in favour of SMEs, certainly in concert with the 

Member States. 

 

As a matter of fact the real question is not anymore: 

do we need Europe? But it is more: how much more 

Europe do we need? 

 

Working together also means pragmatism. 

 

We have no time to waste with words. 

 

Simplification, access to markets, access to 

finance. 

 

These are the three key topics and we are working 

hard to meet these challenges. 
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Simplification 

Following the request of Vice President Tajani, all 

the Directorates of the European Commission are now 

screening their legislation identifying pieces where 

more simplification is possible: primarily for micro 

enterprises but also for SMEs in general because it has 

to be recalled that each SME is different from the other! 

 

Access to markets 

Going international is something we are trying to 

make easier through our strategy for internationalization, 

to be adopted on the 25th of October. 

Nonetheless procurement is still a market that has to 

acquire more and more success for SMEs. In this light 

we will shortly have a revision of public procurement 

directives which will go exactly in that direction. 

 

 

Access to finance finally. 
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The SMEs are always invited to innovate to be 

more and more competitive. However, resources are 

needed in order to invest in innovation.  

 

Again facts, this is not the time for words. Before 

the end of the year we will adopt an Action Plan 

facilitating the access to finance for SMEs with concrete 

actions to improve the current situation. 

 

More facts are represented by the proposal of the 

Commission for the next Multiannual Financial 

Framework 2014 – 2020.  

 

We have, but I would rather say YOU HAVE, an 

autonomous instrument which will boost the 

competitiveness of SMEs.  

 

Facts: 2.4 billion euros make this an instrument 

which is really able to support you. 
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If you compare these figures, including also the 

innovation part now in Horizon 2020, you will see 

that the funding have doubled.  

 

The Vice-President said in announcing the SME 

Week, 'The fact that the recovery in 2010 was led by 

SMEs, highlights their importance for growth and 

employment…. Europe needs new innovative and 

creative entrepreneurs ready to take a risk.  This is the 

main way for recovery.' 

 

There are two sides of this coin – the side of the 

entrepreneur and the side of the political agenda.   

 

On the personal side, to be an entrepreneur, to run a 

small or medium-sized business, naturally means to be 

willing to bear certain risks, to set off on an adventure 

and to reap the fruits of that endeavour.  This is a certain 

kind of character trait, but in the political arena we 
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should not make excessive or unrealistic demands on 

personal psychology.   

 

Those of us who work on the laws, regulations, 

and policies have to ensure that we do not create 

obstacles to run business. 

We must encourage those willing to take the 

risks, those who want to be creative and innovative 

in business. 

  

Across Europe the landscape is not yet smooth … 

perhaps in some places it is smoother than in others, but 

there is still quite some way ahead.  We have set 

ourselves very worthwhile goals:  for example, through 

the Small Business Act we aim to promote a facilitated 

three days procedure  for business to get the 'green 

light' from the relevant administrations for no more 

than €100.  Over the last five years, conditions have 

improved greatly – the average was more than 25 days 

in 2006 and now it sits at 15 days – but that is still far 
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from our goal.  By comparison, according to the World 

Bank, in the USA the average time to start up a business 

is 6 days.  Europe can, and must, do better. 

 

The subjects of today's SME Summit workshops 

tell us a great deal about other areas in which we have 

to, and want to, improve.  SMEs are very active in 

areas such as: 

a.improving energy efficiency  

b. developing 'green' and ICT products and services. 

They can help both large and small businesses to 

increase their productivity.   

 

Some workshops will look at areas where 

legislation can be helpful to SMEs – the Late 

Payments Directive comes to mind, and efforts to 

further open up public procurement markets further to 

SMEs.  
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In other workshops we will hear about the specific 

challenges: 

- the ones facing women entrepreneurs; 

 - those of entrepreneurs needing their 'fair Second 

Chances' after their first business has failed; 

 - the challenges represented by successful 

Transfers of Businesses that might otherwise have to 

close down due to factors not related to the business 

itself. 

 

This SME Summit is, above all, a precious 

opportunity for experienced entrepreneurs to share 

with us their aspirations, their achievements and the 

challenges they face. For all of us is especially a mean 

to explore together the ways in which entrepreneurs' 

roads can be made smoother ones. 

 

In all of today's workshops I would like to ask 

everyone to really join the efforts and to look at today as 
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a special opportunity:  an opportunity for the start of a 

deeper, better, and more intensive dialogue. 

We want to create a true partnership between 

entrepreneurs, organisations, and policy makers.  

Today we are laying the first stepping stone of the 

smoother path we all seek for European entrepreneurs, 

their businesses, and the jobs and growth they create. 

We are natural allies, let's work together! 

 

Thank you. 


