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Your excellencies, 

Dear honourable Members of the European Parliament, 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 
I am grateful for your hospitality and would like to thank all of you for 

organising this very interesting event here in Brussels.   

 

The focus on raw materials and the Barents region comes at the right 

time!  

 

Our society is facing more and more challenges in maintaining an 

undistorted and sustainable supply of raw materials. These challenges 

arise on both the raw materials supply AND the demand side. 

 

One can observe the numerous trade restrictions imposed on Raw 

Materials by producer countries, restrictions which contribute to 

increasing supply-side side risks. Indeed, we have also seen an 

increase in these distortionary measures. 
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The increasing pressure on the demand side for raw materials is being 

driven by both the growth of emerging economies and the increasing 

expansion of new markets linked to key enabling technologies.  

 

Moreover, the rapid growth of the global population and in particular 

the continuous economic growth of the emerging economies has put 

additional pressure on the demand for raw materials. For example, it is 

forecasted that over the next 20 years China will account for 20% of 

global GDP growth.  

 

Currently Europe is quite dependent on the imports of many raw 

materials, often of crucial importance to our economy both for our 

competitiveness and for pursuing our environmental objectives. As far 

as technologies allowing key environmental applications are 

concerned. There are several examples of those, such as include wind 

turbines which require rare earths as key inputs, electric cars requiring 

lithium, solar panels using gallium and new fuel-efficient aircraft 

reliant on the availability of rhenium alloys.  

 

According to the geological knowledge, some of these essential raw 

materials could be sufficiently provided from sources inside Europe. 

 

However, even where sufficient deposits exist in Europe, due to 

increasing pressure on the different demands in land-use, it is difficult 

to have access to them at competitive conditions. 
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It is for these reasons that the issue of maintaining a sustainable 

supply of raw materials has been receiving greater attention at the 

political level, as demonstrated by the organisation of this excellent 

event today. To address these problems, our society has to become 

more proactive, along the entire value chain. It is in our vital interest 

to reduce our over-dependency on third countries where supply risks 

are high. 

 

It is in this context that access to raw materials has become an 

essential element of the Europe 2020 Strategy and an integral part of 

the EU’s industrial policy. More recently, on 2 February, the 

Commission adopted a Communication on Commodities and Raw 

Materials. This Communication confirms the approach of the Raw 

Materials Initiative, launched in 2008, and it calls for a reinforcement 

of its 3 pillars:  

• Supply of raw materials from global markets 

• Sustainable supply from sources in the EU 

• Recycling and resource efficiency 

This reinforced strategy is a response to the strategic challenges which 

the EU faces in the area of industrial raw materials, which includes 

metals, minerals but also wood and paper. 
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I would like to point out how closely this strategy is linked to the 

Barents Region. 

 

In relation to the 1st pillar of the RMI – access to raw materials on 

global markets – the EU will further develop araw materials 

diplomacy with the view to ensuring access to raw materials through 

strategic partnerships and dialogues with third countries. Of course, 

neighbouring European countries are very important here. I trust that 

all of us have a common approach when it comes to the sustainability 

of our resources, the societal challenges we are facing and the needs 

for research and innovation in the area.  

 

The European Union is part of the Barents sea through a Member 

State like Finland and has already excellent and long-standing 

relationships with countries in the Barents region, such as Norway for 

example. Our relations with other non-EU Barents Region areas are 

also developing positively. I have discussed the issue of Raw 

Materials recently with Russian Minister Khristenko, more 

particularly in relation to the Innovation Union and joint projects in 

the Barents Sea. I am pleased to confirm that we have already agreed 

that the European Commission and the Russian government will 

endeavour to bring European and Russian industry and research 

together to start joint projects on raw materials. These joint projects 

could involve co-operation between our respective geological surveys 
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and relevant research institutions while the scope for collaboration 

could cover data collection and exploration.  

 

Ultimately, I would like to see these joint projects result in the 

exploitation and commercialisation of minerals which are to be found 

at difficult locations under the seabed or at coastal areas. 

 

This leads me to a very important new action in the area of Raw 

Materials that the Commission is putting forward. It concerns 

Research and Innovation! 

 

I strongly believe that Research and Innovation is the key to finding 

the right answers for our societal challenges. This is why my fellow 

Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn and I have agreed to support 

a proposal for an Innovation Partnership on "Sustainable Raw 

Materials for a Modern Society" within the framework of the EU2020 

flagship initiative "Innovation Union". We see the need to combine 

our efforts in promoting innovative solutions along the entire raw 

materials value chain, covering exploration as well as exportation, 

resource efficiency in mining, processing, production, usage and 

recycling. At this stage, the proposed partnership on raw materials is 

very much work in progress and is being developed in close co-

operation with Directorates General for Environment and Maritime 

Affairs as well as with direct support from DG Trade, DG 

Development, from the European External Action Service, and from 
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other DGs. The active involvement of so many departments and 

services demonstrates the strong need for a cross-cutting, coherent and 

holistic approach through an Innovation Partnership on Raw 

Materials. 

 

My services organised a first workshop on this issue on the 28th of 

February. The workshop focused on further exploring the technical 

aspects of our draft proposals. A robust formal proposal will be 

provided to Council and Parliament later this year – depending on 

developments in the pilot project on "Active and healthy Aging".  

 

Representatives from the Barents region were invited to this workshop 

and we trust that we will receive innovative and challenging ideas on 

how to become more and more self-sufficient in raw materials. The 

development of new technologies or other possibilities for innovative 

solutions is one of these aspects. I am sure we will get some 

interesting comments by academia and industry from the Barents 

Region. 

  

The Barents Region is one of those areas in Europe where several 

deposits are known to exist and active mining is in place. The ongoing 

FP7 co-funded Project Promine, has already identified several 

locations where the 14 critical raw materials (including the famous 

rare earth elements) may be found. Furthermore, some Member 

Countries of the Barents Region might be able to supply significant 
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amounts of rare earths by 2014/2015 to the international market. This 

would clearly ease Europe's dependency on Chinese imports. 

 

In terms of acceptance of extractive industry activities - even in very 

delicate environments such as the Arctic Circle - we can find best 

practice examples in the Barents Region. This is recognised in the best 

practice report in the area of minerals policy and land-use planning 

published last summer by my services. Environmentally-sound and 

economically-sound mining operations, combined with efficient 

administrative inspections, are key elements in achieving a broad 

acceptance of mining by the civil society. 

 

With the guidance document of the Non-Energy Extractive Industry 

and Natura 2000 also published last summer, the Commission has 

acknowledged that extraction projects can also be beneficial to 

biodiversity. As such, this document clearly indicates that a joint 

approach of all stakeholders can provide excellent know-how, 

advanced technologies, appropriate inspections and efficient 

productivity in place to deliver environmentally-sound mining 

projects. 

 

Even without the involvement of the mining industry, hazardous 

accidents – like the one that occurred recently in Hungary – have a 

strong negative impact on the public's acceptance of mining activities. 

Adequate procedures for mining waste inspections must be 
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implemented. The Commission has a guidance document on this 

subject currently in preparation. In this context, I call on Member 

States to ensure the proper implementation of sufficient and 

competent controls as they are already endorsed in the mining waste 

Directive and other European regulations. In addition to other 

manufacturing industries, we need a mining industry in Europe.  

Having stressed the great potential of the Barents Region in the supply 

of primary raw materials, we also need to encourage efficient use of 

resources and recycling. The efficient use of resources implies that 

efforts are conducted to enhance the availability of by-products and 

the recovery of materials from waste. The high potential for sourcing 

secondary raw materials from our “Urban Mines” needs to be 

seriously considered, including in deposit rich areas. 

Valuable minerals are hidden in waste, and it is not being recycled to 

release their full potential. This is why the Commission – in the 3rd 

pillar of the Raw Materials Initiative – proposes a series of actions to 

promote the waste collection and recycling, for example through a 

stricter implementation of legislation on shipments of waste, including 

end-of-life vehicles and electric and electrical waste.  

 

One cannot talk about raw materials in the Barents Region without 

making a reference to forest-based raw materials.  
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I am aware that there is an increasing competition for the use of wood 

by the renewable energy sector and by the forest-based industries with 

as a possible consequence, a pressure on prices.  This is why my 

service will carry out an assessment on the availability of wood, 

taking into account the three pillars of the Raw Materials Initiative. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Undistorted access to raw materials is an essential element in allowing 

European companies to compete worldwide. Competitiveness is a key 

priority in the agenda of the European Commission. 

 

I am convinced that the Barents Region can sufficiently add value to 

meet our societal challenges. I am particularly interested in getting 

more information about the high potential provided by the geology of 

region and the technical solutions which could be used to exploit it.  

 

I believe Elias EKDAHL (Director General of the Geological Survey 

of Finland/GTK) and Lars-Erik AARO (CEO/LKAB) will provide us 

with an excellent overview of these aspects. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
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