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Dear Reader, 
 
The Communication on European Industrial Policy celebrates its first anniversary 
since its adoption the 28th October last year. Vice President  
Antonio Tajani, participated at the High-Level Conference on Industrial 
Competitiveness in the European Parliament on November 24. He presented the 
major achievements and the challenges that remained to be tackled.    
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In the framework of the Europe 2020 Strategy for a smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth, the European Commission adopted on 28 October 2010 an "Integrated 
industrial Policy for the globalization era".   
 
Since then much has changed. Europe is experiencing an important evolution in its 
economic and political governance to avoid a steep decline. The risk of political 
downfall is deeply linked with the economic and, in particular, the industrial sector 
decline. Thus the need, highlighted by Vice President AntonioTajani, to have a 
stronger, diversified and competitive European industrial policy.  
  
Whilst globalisation is running faster and faster and political and economical 
challenges tend to become common, the idea of having separate industrial policies is 
less and less relevant. 
In order for Europe to remain a leader on the global scene and for initiating the s so 
called "Third Industrial Revolution", as Vice President Antonio Tajani said, the 
European Commission identified as a priority the placement of the EU industry at the 
centre stage of the political agenda. 
 
One year after the adoption of the Communication on European Competitiveness, 
the European Commission is delivering results.  
Vice President Antonio Tajani made clear that his intention was to make the 
European Commission focusing on key initiatives to foster industrial competitiveness 
to boost economic growth.  
On the financial side, the multiannual financial framework is going to allocate more 
resources than in the past to the above priorities. Higher funds for research and 
innovation and strategic infrastructures but also a doubled amount for PMI 
competitiveness is initiatives going precisely in this direction.  
 



It is deemed essential to create the right environment for industry through the 
reduction of administrative burdens for industries and the adoption of smart 
regulation, for example. 
In this line, the 14th of October, Vice President Antonio Tajani presented in Rome the 
Report evaluating Member States competitiveness which drew a diversified portrait of 
competitiveness levels, highlightening the need of structural reforms.  
 
Furthermore, innovation is crucial for an integrated European industrial policy. It 
represents the only mechanism through which Europe can overcome worldwide 
competition. If European products cannot compete on price or volume, they have to 
compete on quality.  
To this end Vice President Antonio Tajani is deeply committed to the development of 
KETS (key enabling technologies) which have a huge unexploited potential for 
growth and are crucial to promote EU industry's global leadership in fast growing 
markets. As already stated in the 2012 European Commission Work Program, a 
Communication on KETS will be adopted soon next year. 
 
Innovation means also investing in high technology sectors such as space. After the 
launch of Galileo, the European enthusiasm for this achievement brought about a 
renewed interest from the international community on these issues in which the 
European Commission demonstrated to have a forward looking vision.  
 

 
 
Finally, Vice President Antonio Tajani made clear the need of an abroad looking 
strategy for European industry in order to be competitive. To this end, the 
Commission will pursue its efforts to support entrepreneurs in the access to new 
markets representing opportunities for growth. In mid-december Vice President 
Tajani will travel to Brazil with a delegation of entrepreneurs representing the most 
important European industries. Vice President Antonio Tajani also recalled the 
importance of helping SMEs to access fast growing markets outside Europe, as 
recognized in the Communication on SMEs internationalisation adopted earlier this 
month.    
 
Nevertheless, promoting European industrial competitiveness goes hand in hand with 
the attention given to long term sustainability. In particular, the 25th of October, Vice 
President Antonio Tajani presented a communication on Corporate social 
Responsibility taking into account the social and environmental dimension in the 
European industrial policy. The European Commission is also committed to ensuring 
the creation of a fair framework to guarantee sustainable supply and management of 
primary raw materials through innovation partnerships to promote modernisation. 
 



 The moment is crucial for Europe to start a new path growth with a stronger and 
more competitive industry. The European Commission has shown its will and 
commitment to make things happen and it is determined to create the adequate 
economic conditions for its citizens.  
 


