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Dear Reader,  
 
this week, Vice President Antonio Tajani visited Israel from the 31st  October to the 1st of 
November. The visit was built upon the already close cultural and economic ties and it was 
aimed at reinforcing bilateral cooperation between Israel and the European Union and 
expanding the dialogue between European and Israeli business leaders.  

 

 
Antonio Preto 

Head of Cabinet 
 
 The official visit included high level meetings with Israeli President, Shimon Peres, Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, Governor of the Central Bank, Stanley Fisher and Minister for 
Industry, Trade and Labor Shalom Simhon.  
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Vice-President Tajani with Prime-Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 



Vice President Antonio Tajani opened two important conferences in Tel Aviv: where he 
recalled the potential opportunities for Israeli business to internationalize in European 
markets. Vice President Antonio Tajani also welcomed the progresses made in the 
framework of the EU-Israel Business Dialogue stressing however the need to pursue 
cooperation even further.   
 
With an annual growth rate above 4%, Israel speed growing economy is a fundamental 
partner for the EU and especially for European SMEs willing to internationalize. For Israel, 
Europe represents the first trade counterpart with an exchange of around 25,5 billion in 
2010 of which 14,5 are exports. The returns gains in term of mutual trade and investments 
are tremendous for both sides. However, there is still room for fully benefiting from this 
cooperation. 
 

What has been achieved? 
 

Firstly, building upon the positive involvement of Israel in the European GALILEO project, the 
European Commission and Israel decided to follow the path of cooperation in the forward-
looking sector of GNSS (Global navigation Satellite System) 
 To this end, Israel will host an EGNOS Ranging and Integrity Monitoring Station (EGNOS, 
European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service) which will make Israel a key player in 
the development of this technology. The European Commission financed a local information 
point on GALILEO to promote information on satellite navigation and to foster cooperation 
between the two satellite industries.  
 
Secondly, recalling the economic importance of tourism and its positive consequences in 
generating growth and employment, Vice President Antonio Tajani and Minister Simhon 
agreed on strengthening bilateral tourism cooperation. The latter will follow the initiative 
"low season tourism project" launched by the Commission, under Vice President initiative. 
The project will extend the seasonal period of tourism taking advantage of low seasons to 
bilateral tourism flows between Israel and Europe through the use of spare airline and 
accommodation capacity.  The idea is to implement a project inspired from the pilot 
experience "50.000 tourists project" already launched in South America.  
 

 
Vice-President Tajani with Mr. Shalom Simhon, Minister of Industry, Trade and Labor 

Signature of two cooperation agreements in the field of space and tourism 
 



In order to get a more vibrant impression of Israeli business reality, Commissioner Antonio 
Tajani visited "Better Place", the production site of the Israeli electrical cars. The idea of 
promoting new forms of mobility falls clearly under the mandate of Commissioner Antonio 
Tajani and it recalls the EU focus on innovation and R&D in green automotive technologies. 
As a matter of fact, the Commission has already set up a complete framework to sustain the 
development of electric vehicles' market and it has promoted a European "electro mobility" 
demonstration project. Bilateral cooperation is deemed essential in order to harmonize 
standards and foster interoperability in sector like the one mentioned but also in chemicals 
(REACH)  
 

What can still be achieved? 
 

There is scope for increasing joint action in the sectors of space, SMEs and tourism. In 
particular, there is room for expanding the participation of Israeli companies in European 
funded R&D programs. Because sharing research means increasing mutual trust we have to 
keep going on this direction.  
 
Vice President Antonio Tajani has also illustrated the path undertaken in the field of KETS 
(key enabling technologies) and the work of the High Level Group. This latter initiative was 
warmly welcomed by President Peres as it does not only represent an incubator of 
innovation but also it corresponds to a priority sector where concrete lines of actions are 
currently under discussion.  
 
Furthermore, the existing cooperation in the framework of the EU-Israel ENP Action Plan 
has to be adapted in the light of Israel participation in the GNSS.  
 
Commissioner Antonio Tajani undertook the commitment to participate in the efforts of HR 
Mrs Ashton and Commissioner Fühle to speed up the ratification process of the ACAA 
agreement (Agreement on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial products) in 
the pharmaceutical sector. 
The Middle East Peace Process remains a threat to the political stability of the area. Little 
progress has been made in the establishment of a two-state solution but the EU, through the 
work of the Quartet, remains committed to achieving a positive political dialogue which is a 
requisite for economic stability.  
 
 
The hard economic times we are living in and the political instability in the Mediterranean 
countries make Israel a crucial partner for Europe.  Israel represents a relevant stakeholder 
both for the political stability and for the economic recovery. Its positive growth rate and its 
ability to exit the crisis contribute in making Israel a key economic market for Europe to 
restore growth. 
EU-Israel dialogue and cooperation have long-lasting roots and many steps have been taken 
until now. However, we have still have to foster cooperation further and this visit was a 
concrete step in this direction.  
 
 


