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Dear Reader,  
 
Finally, the two satellites of the European Union's Galileo navigation system have been  
launched from the Europe's Spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana on October 21st at 12.30  
pm. The today satellites' take off has represented the first of a series of lunches of the 18  
satellites' constellation completed by 2019 and it is expected to provide initial satellite  
navigation services from 2014.  

 
The Vice President Antonio Tajani was on the ground to take part to this incredible event 
which was retransmitted live from the Solidarnosc Esplanade at the European Parliament. 
 

 
Antonio Preto 

Head of Cabinet 
 
Today's launch is the result of an initiative started almost ten years ago by the European 
Commission mainly as an ambitious technological challenge, accelerated with emphasis and 
concretized under the mandate of Commissioner Antonio Tajani.   
GALILEO has a variety of implications both economic and technical as the two are 
intrinsically linked.  
Firstly, as part of Europe's ambition to be the most competitive and dynamic  knowledge 
based economy, a modern and efficient GALILEO infrastructure enhances Europe's 
competitive position contributing in the creation of new jobs by Europe 2020. Market 
forecasting indicates that the externalities in terms of public utility are worth up to 90 billion 
euro over the first twenty years. 
The GALILEO project is part of our goal of supporting economic growth especially in  
crisis times representing an important public investment in R&D.   
Furthermore, research in satellite navigation and the application market constitute an  
important opportunity for European SMEs. It is estimated that by 2025 the market in  
satellite navigation technology is predicted to reach 135 billion euro expanding its market  
share especially in the Far East.  
 
Europe cannot miss this opportunity and it has to be on the front line of technological  
innovation.  
This latter point is clearly coherent with Vice President Tajani commitment to boost  
European SMEs' competitiveness in innovative sectors traditionally dominated only by large   
companies.  



 
 

On the technical side, for the first time in history, Europe has developed its own GNSS  
(global navigation satellite system).  Having an independent European infrastructure is  
nowadays important because of the relevant share of EU GDP (6-7% representing 800 billion  
euro in 2009) relying directly or indirectly on satellite navigation applications. Therefore, an  
independent satellite system is crucial in order to guarantee the safe provision of key  
services of our economy without facing the risk of disruptions. The combination of Galileo  
and GPS signals in dual receivers will allow new and more precise applications  than those  
currently available with GPS alone. 
Because of GALILEO extreme precision up to within a few centimetres, its implications are  
tremendous in term of navigation, positioning and timing. The broad range of sectors in  
which GNSS is used goes from agriculture, road, rail, sea or air transports but also e-health  
(monitoring Alzheimers disease patient), civil protection (rescuing people in the mountain)  
and surveillance.   
  
An additional point is worth to be mentioned: GALILEO is a vector of cooperation. Galileo  
represents not only the dialogue among different European actors such as the European  
Space Agency, the European Commission but also the ability of Europe to cooperate with  
third countries.  
Galileo is thus the outcome of a fruitful cooperation between the Russian and the European  
experts. Only through cooperation, Europe can maintain a key role in the field of space  
technologies.  
Finally, in order to follow up on the positive and active path undertaken, the Vice President 
Tajani announced its will to start a new call for tender for the construction of the new 
satellites.    

As the Vice President Antonio Tajani, summed up: “This is a proud moment for all 
Europeans; today's launch is proof of Europe's prowess in the field of space activities. I now 
call on European industry and SMEs, to seize without delay the important economic 
opportunities offered by this system – get innovating now! European citizens can get ready, 
Galileo is about to be a part of our daily lives”.  

What was used to be a technological challenge has become a further concrete step towards 
a stronger European competitiveness. GALILEO will dramatically impact our lives and open 
an incredible window of opportunities ready to be seized. The tremendous potential of 
implications will only be limited by the imagination of the entrepreneurs, as the 
Commissioner recalled.  


