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Dear Reader, 
 
Yesterday and today Vice-President Tajani participated in the Informal Competitiveness 
Council 'On the road again', in Sopot, Poland. The Council focused on Industrial Policy and 
its ties to environmental and climate issues. The event was fundamental to discuss about the 
elements that influence industry to develop strategies aiming at a more efficient use of 
resources and, more in general, to possible future options for a sustainable development of 
industrial policy. 
 

 

 
 

Antonio Preto 
Head of Cabinet 

 
On Friday, during the morning session, the welcome and opening key-note speeches explored 
the vision of the EU industrial reality that the European Union needs to strive for in its policy 
design.  
 
As Vice-President Tajani highlighted, it is clear that the efficient use of resources it's not only 
necessary from an environmental perspective. It has, most of all, a huge economic impact. 
After having discussed about the incentives, obstacles, opportunities and challenges in the 
improvement of the efficient use of resources, Vice-President Tajani tackled the three main 
things that the Commission is called upon in terms of policymaking: the 3 C’s – Certainty, 
Coherence & Competitiveness proofing. "If we can craft the right policy mix and if everyone 
does his or her share of the heavy lifting, I believe that we can concurrently deliver growth, 
jobs and a cleaner environment", the Vice-President stated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As to the envisaged actions to take, Vice- President Tajani's position is clear: promoting 
access to finance and financial support to enable and trigger long term investments; spreading 
the use of best practices and promoting industry networks; focusing on research, development 
and innovation to introduce alternative products with more sustainable characteristics.  
 
New ideas have to be transformed into new products and processes. To this end, Vice-
President Tajani recalled that the European Commission launched the Innovation Union 
Initiative, another flagship of EU 2020. Such initiative is aimed at fostering competitiveness 
of EU industries, increasing resource efficiency in the EU and developing new European 
based recycling activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the above being said, Vice-President Tajani is also aware that in order for companies to 
start thinking 'out of the box', incentives need to be in place to push companies to invest in 
resource efficiency. The Commission is also working towards this goal. 
 
A strong industrial sector is the prerequisite for a steady economic growth in Europe. To this 
end, Vice-President Tajani recalled the importance of impact assessments and 
competitiveness proofing to ensure that we are not burdening our industry excessively and 
putting it at disadvantage in comparison with competitors in third countries. 
 
Finally, structural reforms will be crucial for achieving growth and creating new jobs in 
Europe. Vice-President Tajani announced that in October, a new Industrial Policy package 
will be adopted. This Communication will highlight the competitiveness performance of 
individual Member States and the EU's standing on world markets to increase awareness and 
improve Member States' competitiveness.  
 
Vice-President Tajani reckons that the path to accomplish all these goals is still long. 
However, the willingness to act in concert to cope with global challenges has already been 
shown and an efficient industrial policy, cast in a better use of resources, is a more and more 
tangible reality.  
 
I wish you all a wonderful summer break! 
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