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Dear Reader, 
 
July has opened with the Polish Presidency leading the Council of the European Union and on 
Friday last week Vice-President Antonio Tajani met with the Representatives of the new 
Presidency in Warsaw, Poland. Among the Polish Programme's priorities are: re-launching 
the European Integration as a source of growth, enhancing economic governance in the EU in 
order for Europe to regain the confidence of the financial markets, opening up to cooperation 
with third countries in order for Europe to become a role model for other countries. 
 

 

 
 

Antonio Preto 
Head of Cabinet 

 
In Warsaw, Vice-President Tajani met in a cluster with the Ministries competent for 
Innovation, Education, Culture, Youth, Sport and Tourism. The meeting was an opportunity 
to  review the possible outstanding issues for the Presidency falling under the responsibility of 
the Vice-President and to discuss the major events. 
 
With regards to Vice-President Tajani's portfolio, Poland has clearly stated its priorities. First 
of all, as to the implementation of the Industrial Policy flagship, the Presidency has 
announced that the December Competitiveness Council should agree on Conclusions on the 
basis of the Industrial Policy package and initiatives set forth in the Flagship. Such initiatives 
are, among others, standardization and support to European SMEs outside Europe. To this 
end, Vice-President Tajani is convinced that the industrial policy package 2011 will be a good 
basis for discussions and supports a Common Strategic Framework to ensure that business 
needs and innovation specificities are discussed from the industry and SMEs points of view 
and not only from the research perspective.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As to industrial competitiveness, it will be the main topic for the Informal Competitiveness 
Council that will be held later in July and its outcomes will serve as an input for Conclusions 
of the September Competitiveness Council.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In general, Vice-President Tajani welcomes the initiative of the Polish Presidency of bringing 
closer and at a ministerial level the challenges of industrial policy and competitiveness vis-à-
vis EU environmental /climate policy.  
 
The Presidency also indicated its intention to initiate work on standardisation and alignment 
of the new legislative framework package (NLF) and to continue for sector specific 
legislations (detergents, automotive, chemicals, etc.).  
 
As to space policy, the Presidency suggested that a space formation could be organised at the 
December Competitiveness Council, depending on the adoption of the proposals on the 
GMES Programme in late 2011 and the possible European Space programme in the context of 
the next Multiannual Financial Framework. Vice-President Tajani is aligned with this position 
and further invites the Polish Presidency to convene a Galileo Inter-institutional Panel in 
September or October to present to the Council and the Parliament advanced ideas on the 
upcoming Galileo proposal. 
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