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Dear Reader, 
 
On April 4, the European Commission presented a new Communication "Towards a Space 
Strategy for the European Union that Benefits its Citizens" (COM/2011/152). The 
Communication outlines a new European space strategy for the coming years.  
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Last Monday, Vice President Tajani held in Frascati a Press Conference where he presented 
the main reaches of the newly issued Communication.  
 
Spatial infrastructures and their applications are essential to our society: they impact directly 
on our daily life and are a source of growth and employment. Space, in fact, offers daily 
services in several domains: satellite radionavigation, improvement of agricultural lands, 
monitoring on climate change and many others. 
 
The Vice President pointed out the goals of the future space strategy: promoting technical and 
scientific progress, encouraging innovation and industrial competitiveness. The priorities are 
to make spatial applications available to European citizens and place Europe at the core of the 
international scenario in the space business.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
To this hand, Vice President Tajani has 
stressed the importance for the Commission to 
fully implement the GALIELO and GMES 
programmes. The latter are at the core of the 
European space policy and represents long 
term commitments for the Union. On the one 
hand, GALILEO will strengthen transports 
safety, in particular those services for elders 
and disabled. On the other hand GMES will 
permit to study the global warming and make 
emergency aid more efficient. It is crucial to 
assure the safety of those critical spatial 

oating objects, spatial storms or solar activity. 
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Furthermore, Europe currently depends on 
space information provided by third 
countries that are not always 
comprehensive, due to national safety 
reasons. To this hand, the VP has pointed 
out the need for Europe to define its own 
Space Situational Awareness. The latter 
will be realised in the f
sustainable exploitation. 
 
Another priority for Europe is also to 
concentrate its efforts in the field of space 
exploration, in order for all Member States 
to participate. To this hand, a high level 
international platform will gather in Italy 
(Lucca) on November 10, in order to 
identify those fields of space exploration 
open to international cooperation. This will 
be an opportu
politica
 
The message delivered by the Vice 
President put further emphasis on the 
efforts undertaken to support space 
research and innovation which constitute a 
conditio sine qua non for a successful 
space industry. It is in particular crucial to 
reduce European technological dependence 
and to promote the interaction between the 
space industry and other economic sectors. 
This will also benefit European


