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Dear Reader, 
 
On March 30 and 31, 2011 the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) organized in Alger the 19th Conference of African Ministers of Industry. As you 
know, the consolidation of Africa-EU relationships is a priority for Vice President Tajani and 
his Cabinet.  
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On Wednesday morning, the Vice President has opened the session, together with other 
important African personalities in the field of commerce and industry. 
 
The Vice President has first of all stressed the importance of a steady cooperation between the 
European and the African Union in the field of SMEs. To this hand, he has presented the 2008 
Small Business Act (SBA) as the fundamental document orienting the policy of the 
Commission. He has further given an overview on the revision of the SBA. The newly 
introduced amendments, in particular, propose new actions in three important domains, 
namely: access to finance for SMEs, access to markets, simplification. At the same time, the 
revised instrument puts forward initiatives to promote the development of entrepreneurship. 
 
Another point raised by the Vice President during the conference was the necessity to 
improve Africa's access to medicines. This is a challenge in the domain of social 
responsibility that enterprises must be aware of. 
 
 
 
 



 
Vice President Tajani has further highlighted the role played by the agri-food business in 
poverty alleviation and sustainable development. Promoting and easing food trade is in fact 
vital to the development of trade in Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As far as raw materials are concerned, the Vice President stressed that sustainable mining 
should be taken into account as a strategy towards a sustainable development. This will be an 
advantage both for developed countries as well as for developing countries, the benefit being 
a sustainable supply of row materials in the long run. A true cooperation in the field of raw 
materials is crucial, especially for what concerns infrastructures and investments, geological 
expertise and competence. 
 
Vice President Tajani further touched upon the importance of a competitive and qualitative 
tourism industry: cooperation is indeed critical for a successful partnership aiming at mutually 
beneficial solutions. 
 
Finally, the VP concluded with an encouragement to help African countries to develop their 
expertise in the fields of Earth observation technologies and space applications. This is 
deemed to be crucial in a common effort towards a global green economy consistent with the 
new growth strategy of the European Union (Innovation Union). 


