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Dear Reader, 
 
The 17th of March is an important day for Italy. On this day in 1861, a law was passed by the 
Kingdom of Sardinia, officially proclaiming the birth of the Kingdom of Italy.  
 

 

 
 

Antonio Preto 
Head of Cabinet 

 
 

For the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the Italian Unification, Vice President Tajani has 
visited Marcinelle, in Wallonia, to pay homage to the miners who lost their lives on 8 August 
1956. During a fire that spread out in a coal mine in Bois du Cazier, 262 people lost their 
lives, 136 of which were Italian. The Marcinelle accident represents one of the gravest in the 
history of Italian emigrants. Hence, the Vice President's visit to the city today gains a very 
special meaning. 
 
Further, the Vice President celebrated the last half century of Tricolour history through 
recalling the sacrifice of Italian countrymen who, after the Second World War, settled in 
Belgium, looking for jobs and for a new life. A history that does not merely unify one 
country, but also two concepts: the idea of Italy and the idea of Europe. The protagonists are 
those women and men who have contributed to build up such a tie, rendering Italian and 
European history strictly interwoven. The visit aimed also at acknowledging economic, social 
and cultural contributions given by Italian emigrant workers to Europe and the rest of the 
world. 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



Later in the evening, the Vice President gave a speech at the Italian Embassy in Belgium. He 
retraced the most relevant milestones of the ongoing interconnection between Italian history 
and the formation of the European conscience. He has highlighted the fundamental role 
played by Italy and its pères fondateurs such as De Gasperi, Spinelli or Martino in the 
European building process.  
 
Truth be told, the history of Italy goes back further than 150 years since its unification. Going 
back at least a 1000 years, we can rediscover the embodiment of a common identity. Of 
common values for family, private property and forms of political structure such as 
municipalism. The Vice President has stressed how communities back then embodied the 
expression of direct democracy and the citizens' participation into public life. 
 
As to Italy's participation in the European Union and, more in general, in  European 
integration, the Vice President has pointed out that nowadays the Union proposes a new 
concept of welfare, based on quality of life, research, innovation, sustainability and peace. 
The European Union has launched a new economic model, namely the social market 
economy. Such a model gathers up different traditions of Member States that have steadily 
cooperated, to strike a good balance between liberty and social justice. Only by actively 
participating in such a project, and through a competitive way, will Italy be ready to face 
future economical and political challenges.  
The core message of Vice President Tajani for today's Anniversary is to encourage Italy to 
proudly continue playing an important role in Europe, as it has shown over history, in order to 
cope with prospective future challenges. 
 

 
 


