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Dear Reader, 
 
Yesterday and today the EU Competitiveness Council has met in Brussels, with Vice 
President Tajani co-representing the European Commission. From the industry perspective, a 
few key policy areas will be discussed, namely the Annual Growth Survey, the Review of the 
Small Act Business for Europe and the electric mobility. 
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During this two-day gathering, Ministers held, inter alia, a debate on the "Annual Growth 
Survey - European semester", in preparation for the spring European Council on 24 and 25 
March. Discussions concentrated mainly on:  
 structural reforms in the areas of entrepreneurship, education, research and innovation 

suitable to boost private investment into research and innovation; and 
 the main challenges on the way towards reaching the goals set forth in the EU 2020 

Strategy for research and innovation. 
 
Vice President Tajani, gave an insight into the EU 2020 Strategy, stressing its importance in 
addressing the economic, social and environmental challenges that Europe will face over the 
coming decades. The Strategy was in fact conceived to improve the potential of European 
growth and to offer a new level of employment, productivity and social cohesion. Vice 
President Tajani further urged Europe to concentrate its efforts, in a coordinated fashion, 
keeping an eye on priorities. Such was the objective of the Annual Growth Survey presented 
by the European Commission in mid-January 2011. 
 
In the Survey, the Commission highlighted the importance of an integrated approach for an 
upturn in the economy, focussing on key measures. Such measures encompass three main 
goals: the need of a rigorous fiscal adjustment to enhance macro-economic stability, structural 
reforms for developing employment and measures to strengthen growth potential. 
 
 



 
 

 
It is blatant that the global goals of the EU 2020 Strategy may not be achieved without a 
competitive European industry and without tackling those barriers hindering growth. To this 
hand, Vice President Tajani's portfolio, in his position of Commissioner for Industry and 
Entrepreneurship, play a crucial role in the Annual Growth Survey. In particular, during his 
intervention, the Vice president recalled the review of the Small Act Business for Europe, and 
the proposals on considerably reducing the costs for enterprises and contributing to their 
competitiveness on the international market. Other important proposed measures aim at 
improving SME access to credit.  
 
Finally, another important topic touched upon by Vice President Tajani was the flagship 
initiative on industrial policy and competitiveness. Pointing out that the Annual Growth 
Survey puts emphasis on services, such as energy, he recalled the Commission's 
communication adopted last year in April, on a European strategy on clean and energy 
efficient vehicles. Such strategy would surely allow Europe to cope with the new technology 
global race. 


