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Dear Reader, 
 
On Wednesday, the much-anticipated Communication from the Commission on "Tackling the 
Challenges in Commodity Markets and on Raw Materials" was introduced by Vice President 
Tajani, who was accompanied by fellow Commissioners Mr. Barnier and Mr. Cioloş.  
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Addressing the increasing volatility of commodity markets and the unprecedented movements 
of prices in recent years, Vice President Tajani presented an overview of what has been 
achieved since the launch of the European Raw Materials Initiative in 2008. Responding to 
various challenges related to access to non-energy and non-agricultural raw materials, this 
initiative seeks to highlight the strategic importance of defining policies for raw materials. 
Specifically, the Vice President detailed the actions taken within this framework to address 
sustainable access to raw materials both within and outside the EU, whilst supporting resource 
efficiency and recycling.  
 
Vice President Tajani referred to a few notable achievements made by the Commission. These 
include the creation of a list of 14 critical raw materials at the EU level; the defining of an EU 
trade strategy for raw materials; the tackling of trade barriers through dialogue; the promotion 
of development instruments; the creation of new research opportunities; the implementation 
of Natura 2000 legislation; and the improvement of recycling conditions. 
 

 



 
His colleagues addressed the European Commission's findings on the commodities market in 
general, and on food prices and the security of the food supply chain more specifically. They 
also touched upon the range of measures taken to improve the regulation, integrity and 
transparency of financial markets, as well as the Commission's recent proposal on the 
regulation of energy markets. In a later press conference, President Barroso stressed the need 
to tie this Communication to the Commission's reforms of the regulatory framework of 
financial markets. 
 

 
 
Falling under the umbrella of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth, and related to the flagship initiative for a resource efficient Europe, this 
Communication fulfils goals defined at the previous two G20 summits, which highlighted the 
need to address commodity price volatility.   
 
As Vice President Tajani noted, "Raw materials are key assets for industrial development. It is 
our aim to ensure that Europe's industry maintains its leading role in new technologies and 
innovation. Therefore, we have to ensure that access to raw materials for enterprises will not 
be hampered. It is important to have a fair play on external markets, a good framework to 
foster the raw materials supply from EU sources, improved resource efficiency and greater 
recycling".   
 
To read the text, please find attached a copy of the Communication, as well as a PowerPoint 
from the Vice President's presentation. 
 
 

 


