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Dear Reader, 
 
It was another busy week for Vice President Tajani in Strasbourg. Of note, the Vice President 
presented the newly-adopted communication of the Commission to the European Parliament 
and to the Council on the mid-term review of the European satellite navigation programmes. 
Approved on 18 January, the Communication has the goals of informing the Parliament and 
Council on the state of progress of European satellite navigation systems and to present the 
challenges we face in the short- and long-term. 
 

 
 

Antonio Preto 
Head of Cabinet 

 
Indeed, the Egnos/Galileo project began ten years ago on the basis of a political vision centred 
on three notions. The first is a desire to develop and operate a global constellation that enables 
the EU to obtain economic and strategic benefits. The second is a wish to achieve sufficient 
autonomy from the US' and Russia's military systems. And finally the third is a quest to 
provide satellite navigation services that fit civil use and meet civilian needs. 
 
In terms of progress to date, Vice President sought to emphasise that this "project is 
advancing and is already producing concrete results". It suffices to look at the state in which 
the Galileo and EGNOS programmes were in 2007, before the Commission took over 
responsibility for managing them. At that time, they were experiencing significant cost 
overruns and delays, not to mention serious governance problems. In three short years, 
significant progress has been made, as monitored by the Galileo Interinstitutional Panel, 
despite further obstacles that include actions by the many different stakeholders.  
 

 



Such progress can also be measured in three different ways, which further explain why the 
Commission is serious about Egnos and Galileo. First and foremost, these programmes 
improve the lives of citizens in sectors that include transport, agriculture, climate change, civil 
protection, energy and the fight against illegal immigration. At the industrial level, satellite 
navigation represents a market that is augmenting considerably, with provisions for 2020 of a 
market that surpasses 244 billion Euros. Last but not least, these two programmes are 
essential at the strategic level. Whilst Russia is about to lay out a renewed global system, 
China is steadily and swiftly creating a system of its own, with Japan and India also newly 
entering the race. As Vice President Tajani urged, "The European Union cannot remain 
behind, nor can the Union be content with being a 'spare tire' for GPS".  
 
If we continue on this correct path, the Vice President assured that "Galileo will allow Europe 
to compete in the global space technology market and to impose itself as one of the leading 
players in a growing sector characterised by increased internationalisation and the entry of 
emerging economies". 
 
During his days in Strasbourg, Vice President Tajani also attended the College of 
Commissioners and intervened at the Plenary to speak on harmonised conditions for the 
marketing of construction products and to answer Parliamentarians' questions on tourism 
policy. For more information on these and other events over the course of the Vice President's 
week, please visit: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sed/speeches.do?sessionDate=20110117.  
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