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Dear Reader, 
 
Happy New Year! With 2011 barely underway, Vice President Tajani has already hit the 
ground running, with visits to Brussels, Paris, and Budapest. Yesterday, he spoke at the "New 
World, New Capitalism" Conference (Nouveau Monde, Nouveau Capitalisme). Other 
speakers and attendees included French Prime Minister François Filon, Greek Prime Minister 
George Papandreou, UK Chancellor of the Exchequer George Obsorne, Italian Minister of 
Economy and Finance Giulio Tremonti, and Columbia University professor Jeffrey Sachs, 
among others. 
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In yesterday's speech, Vice President Tajani spoke of the need to return to an economic model 
based on the real growth of our present-day economy, emphasising the competitiveness of our 
enterprises. He noted, 'The European Union must have the courage to define and defend its 
strategic interests', which include security, raw materials, and know-how for leading edge 
technology.  
 
In order for this to be achieved, Tajani argued there needs to be improved coordination of 
both industrial and competitiveness policies of the Member States at the EU level. Only 
through such efforts will 'Europe become more than the sum of its parts, coming out a winner 
in the challenge of economic growth', as Tajani concluded. 
 

 



Following the successful conference, the Vice President spoke to reporters at the French 
Finance Ministry, underscoring his earlier message at the Conference on European enterprise 
competitiveness. He said, 'I am totally against protectionism—Chinese, Russian, Brazilian, 
American investment, the door is open. But we have to make sure it's not a front for 
something else, in terms of taking our know-how abroad or national security'. 
 
Vice President Tajani then met with Frédéric Lefèbvre, French Secretary of State responsible 
for Trade, Crafts and Small and Medium Enterprises. During their meeting, they exchanged 
views on cooperation between France and the European Commission in the tourism sector, as 
well as on SME policy. As the leading tourism destination in the world, France is an 
important actor in defining Europe's forthcoming policy on tourism.  
 
As for SMEs, Vice President Tajani urged his counterpart to augment French small and 
medium enterprises' contribution to France's economy, which is relatively less than that of the 
EU at large. He also spoke of the upcoming review of the Small Business Act (SBA) and the 
need for all Member States, including France, to renew their engagement in implementing the 
actions of the SBA. Vice President Tajani noted that the Hungarian Presidency would be 
particularly useful in promoting such work. Keeping this message in mind, the Vice President 
is concluding his week in Budapest, meeting the new Council Presidency today. 
 


