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Dear Reader, 
 
Another week; another important mission. Vice President Tajani spent the first half of the 
week in London, where he had a series of speaking engagements and successful meetings 
with senior figures in British government, industry and financial services.  
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On Monday and Tuesday, he met with several key English ministers. These include Lord 
Sassoon, Commercial Secretary to the Treasury; Mark Prist, Minister of State for Business 
and Enterprise; John Penrose, Minister for Tourism and Heritage; David Lidington, Minister 
for Europe; Edward Davey, Minister for Employment Relations, Consumer and Postal 
Affairs; and Vince Cable, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills and Trade 
Board President.  
 
In these meetings, Vice President Tajani spoke on a number of topics of importance to both 
parties, including the Single Market Act, Europe 2020, the Communication on industrial 
policy, low carbon, and tourism, among others. These meetings marked an important move 
forward in the partnership between the UK and the Commission in matters of industrial 
policy, with both agreeing on the importance of funding innovation and job creation.  
 
Beyond these ministerial meetings, the Vice President also had lunch with the London Stock 
Exchange Group, giving an important speech where he reiterated the natural and close link 
that finance and industry enjoy and discussed the financing of small business. One of the 
successes of the gathering was receiving the membership of its CEO Xavier Rolet to the EU 
SME Finance Forum, thereby securing more UK involvement in the Commission's SME 
efforts.  
 
Later that afternoon, he addressed the Confederation of British Industry, where he stressed the 
members' central role in securing further raw materials for the EU. Next, he gave an 
inspirational speech to the House of Commons, where he spoke of his own past as a 
Parliamentarian, in addition to the importance of the new European industrial policy for 
securing economic recovery, the Commission's desire to facilitate doing business in Europe, 
and the crucial role of the EU to add value to our struggling economies. Following his speech, 
he exchanged views with members of its Innovation and Skills Committee. 
 



On Tuesday morning, he had breakfast with the Federation of Small Business, meeting its 
leaders and discussing the Commission's work on SMEs. Finally, he visited the Tate Modern, 
a former industrial site turned tourist attraction. This ties in nicely with the goal of our recent 
Communication 'Europe, the world's No. 1 tourist destination—a new political framework for 
tourism in Europe', to use national heritage and historical sites for tourism purposes.  
 
That day, the UK issued a report, 'The path to strong, sustainable and balanced growth', which 
the Vice President very much welcomed, describing is as a "near perfect dovetail" between 
the EU's and UK's economic policy objectives. Presented to the Vice President during his 
meeting with Vince Cable, this document mirrors the Commission's recent Communication on 
an industrial policy for Europe, in terms of both its objectives and strategies, improving 
prospects for further collaboration between the UK and the European Union. 
 

 
 
These two days were indeed very exciting and action-packed, ushering in great prospects for 
current and future EU-UK relations. Vice President Tajani was delighted with the outcome of 
his mission to London, as were his English counterparts.  
 
 

 


