
 
 

 
 

Newsletter n. 14, 24 June 2010 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
Vice-President Tajani delivered a speech 
yesterday at the UN Global Compact Ministerial 
Session in New York, chaired by UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon. The UN Global Compact 
is an initiative launched in 2000 to promote a new 
business model based on ten universally 
accepted principles in the areas of human rights, 
labour, environment and anti-corruption. The 
summit was a chance to discuss corporate social 
responsibility at global level. Afterwards the Vice-
President met separately Ban Ki-Moon and the 
Foreign Minister of Namibia, Hage Geingob.   
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The European Commissioner responsible for Industry and Entrepreneurship attended 
the most important international forum on Corporate Social Responsibility; the UN 
Global Compact, in its 10th anniversary. The Global Compact was launched by Kofi 
Annan in 2010. Vice-President Tajani put forward the demands and concerns on 
corporate social responsibility of the world's biggest economy. Leaders of the world's 
biggest enterprises and government representatives participated in the Summit. Vice-
Presdient Tajani, as shown by some initiatives already implemented, is committed to 
foster a new management model, which should be socially and environmentally 

responsible.  
Corporate Social responsibility is - for the 
Vice-President - first of all transparency. 
In his words: "more transparency means 
more confidence for citizens and 
contributes to a more certain evaluation 
of enterprises by analysts and investors".  
The European Commission has been 
debating the issue for several years, with 
a green paper and two initiatives. The 
United Nations represents a world 
platform to boost this debate and to 

compare Europe´s experience with that of other countries. 40% of the enterprises 
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signatories of the Compact are European, with an impressive proportion of SMEs, but 
there are several Chinese and Indian enterprises as well. Signatories are required to 
set up an annual communication on the progress made under the principles of the 
Global Compact: from human rights to labour rights, from environment to the fight 
against corruption.  
The central themes of Vice-President Tajani's speech were; the EU´s commitment on 
corporate social responsibility, 
particularly with regard to the initiatives 
to be implemented in specified sectors of 
the economy. In this context he will 
launch in September a cooperation 
program with the pharmaceutical industry 
to provide access to medicines for 
people of developing countries. 
 
Concluding, he announced the 
publication, expected for next July, of the 
study on the legal framework for human 
rights and the environment applicable to 
EU-based companies operating outside the EU: this report takes into strong account 
the new framework put forward by UN Special Representative for Business and 
Human Rights, John Ruggie. 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 


