
 
 

 
 

Newsletter n. 13, 22nd June 2010 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
the Commissioners' Group on Industrial Policy, 
chaired by Vice-President Tajani, met for the first 
time today. The aim of the group is to develop a 
new industrial policy for the European Union. I 
believe that this series of meetings is essential to 
reach a comprehensive framework on most 
issues at industrial level. It will enable us to 
explore the different areas which impact industry 
such as competition, environmental 
sustainability, employment, innovation and 
further integration of the internal market.  
 

Antonio Preto
Head of Cabinet

 

 

 
The current economic paradigm has refocused attention on the importance of a 
strong industry in the EU. This is already had an effect on EU and Member States' 
policies. Vice-President Tajani has taken up the challenge to pursue policies tailored 
to help manufacturing industries and associated business services which increase 
the EU's competitiveness and job-creation potential.  
 
Since the last Commission initiative on industrial policy in 2005, the global economy 
has changed radically. In light of these changes, it is crucial to set out a new initiative.
 
The Group of Commissioners will address the needs of the European industrial base. 
Among the issues for discussion there are the process of updating and restructuring 
European industries in traditional - as well as innovative - sectors. The 
Commissioners will strive to create a better business environment, in particular for 
SMEs, by delivering the right framework conditions for enterprises through smarter, 
more effective, regulations. The group will work to give a boost to entrepreneurship to 
ensure that new ideas will be turned into new opportunities of business and added-
value. Furthermore, the opportunity to trigger innovation tout court and the green 
innovation for enterprises will be addressed. Finally, the external dimension of 
industrial policy will be taken in strong consideration, as it is key to all the challenges 
that European Union will face. The response to these challenges will depend on the 
cooperation with third countries in terms of commercial policy and access to these 
markets. Vice-President Tajani is particularly committed to this last issue. 
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The Group will work in close cooperation with stakeholders, not only representatives 
of economic associations, but also social partners, NGO and users' representatives. 
  
The Group, which is set up until Summer 2010, will be also a trait d'union between 
the European Commission and Member States, through a constant monitoring of 
action to be implemented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


