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Dear Reader, 
 
as announced, Vice-President Tajani presented in 
Madrid the list of critical raw materials for the 
competitiveness of European industry. This report 
represents a key document in drafting the 
forthcoming initiative on strategies to improve 
access to raw materials. 
 

Antonio Preto
Head of Cabinet

 

 

 
The beginning of Vice-President Tajani's mandate has seen a full involvement in the 
issue of access to raw materials. This is a key long term issue of the new industrial policy 
to foster competitiveness and to achieve smart growth. The EU-African Union Summit, 
held in the first half of June, and the report from a working group of experts and 
stakeholders in the field of raw materials, chaired by the European Commission, have 
shown a strong commitment to deal with this issue. It is a matter of great relevance which 
has received attention from the major European industrial associations. Furthermore 
other countries, such as USA, have been implementing strategies to ensure access to 
raw materials.  
Europe is highly dependent on imports for those raw materials which are mainly used in 
high-tech industries. The extraction of these critical raw materials is concentrated in a 
small number of countries: China, Russia, Democratic Republic of Congo and Brasil. 
The experts group's report lists 14 raw materials, which are considered critical for 
European industry out of 41 minerals and metals analysed. The Group suggests that the 
European Union takes into account the opportunity to explore new sites in its territories 
and to boost research in resource efficiency and in recycling. The great challenge would 
be to find solutions to substitute critical raw materials. In order to list critical raw materials 
the Group used two fundamental criteria. On the one hand there is the supply risk which 
is a combination of geopolitical and geoeconomic risks. Since critical raw materials are 
concentrated in few countries, supply depends on the political and economic stability of 
these countries and on the relationships that Europe is able to build upon the principle of 
reciprocity. One of the main issues is the export restrictions that disrupt the normal 
operation of global markets for raw materials. On the other hand, it has been taken into 
account the economic importance of the industry in which the raw material is used. The 
list has to be updated every five years, as the economic importance could change in the 
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future when a technological change occurs.  
 
The report is crucial to define a strategy for raw materials, by fostering research towards 
substitution and recycling of raw materials. Nevertheless actions are to be set up with a 
diplomacy of raw materials as well, by enhancing relationship with Africa for instance. 
The agenda of Vice-President Tajani goes forward in both directions. 
 
Delivering a speech at the European Mineral Conference Vice-President Tajani pointed 
out: "it is our aim to make sure that Europe's industry will be able to continue to play a 
leading role in new technologies and innovation and we have to ensure that we have the 
necessary elements to do so".  
 
 
Everyday's use of raw materials. Why are they so important? 
 

 
Source: Peer R. Neeb, 2006 
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