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Dear Reader, 
 
Vice-President Tajani concluded last week his 
visit to Addis Abeba, where he met, together with 
a delegation of Commissioners, including 
President Barroso, the African Union 
Commission. The meeting was a crucial occasion 
for the Africa-EU relationship. 
The agenda of the meeting was focused on a first 
College to College meeting which was followed 
by bilateral meetings. Vice-President Tajani 
discussed matters of great importance in the 
relationship between the two continents such as 
a sustainable policy to improve access to raw 
materials, the opportunity to foster regional 
integration and infrastructures, with particular 
attention on the potential of space applications.  
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Commissioner to Commissioner meetings produced effective results for Vice-
President Tajani who met his counterparts responsible for Industry, Trade and 
Space, in the African Union. The aim of these meetings was to give a boost to the 3rd 
Africa-EU Summit, which will be concluded with the adoption of the second Action 
Plan (2011-2013) of the joint Africa-EU Strategy.   
Establishing a preferential relationship with Africa is one of the top priorities of the 
mandate of Vice-President Tajani. In this framework the African Union becomes a 
privileged interlocutor in the implementation of common policies. It is clear that Africa 
represents an opportunity as well as a necessity for the European industrial policy.  
Africa and EU share common interests, from the raw materials issue to the promotion 
of sustainable development without leaving out the regional integration in order to 
create wealth and trade. Dialogue with Africa has to be built on flexible and pragmatic 
bases to reach tangible objectives. Priorities should be fixed in a concrete way, 
setting the time for a joint cooperation towards a win-win partnership.   
 
In many African countries growth depends on export of raw materials and is 
conditioned by the degree of political stability. Africa has a great potential which is not 
fully developed. During the discussion Vice-President Tajani emphasised the topic of 
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raw materials by observing the points in common between the European Commission 
raw material Initiative and the African Mining Vision. In his words: "There are many 
synergies between the external development dimension of our raw Material Initiative 
and the economic development dimension of the Africa Mining Vision".  
 
Cooperation on raw materials could be implemented through the development policy 
tools that already exist, by fostering African countries' capacity of management of raw 
materials and revenues.  
 
Finally, Vice-President Tajani had the opportunity to meet the African Union 
Commissioner responsible for space and technology. The two exchanged views on 
the potential of space applications for the African continent, its economies and 
societies. In particular, they discussed the possibility of a pan-African infrastructure in 
order to exploit satellite navigation services to boost sustainable development, to 
monitor natural resources and food security and to manage renewable energies.  
 

 

 
 
 

 


