
 
 

 
 

Newsletter n. 10, 28 May 2010 

 
Dear Reader, 

 
last week, during its plenary session, the 
European Parliament approved on first reading  
the Commission's proposal for a new regulation 
on textile names and related labelling of textile 
products. The proposal includes now several 
amendments, which have turned what was once 
a “technical” proposal into a more “political” one. 
These amendments regard the "made in" labels. 
Vice-President Tajani attended the session, 
briefing MEPs on his support  to a regulation for 
"made in" labels at European level. I believe that 
a better “made-in” labelling regulation would be 
particularly beneficial for both: European SMEs in 
the textile sector and all consumers.   
 

Antonio Preto
Head of Cabinet

 

 

 
The main objective of the proposal, adopted in January 2009 by the Commission, 
was to simplify existing legislation on textile names, thereby cutting the time needed 
to put new fibres into the market. Current EU legislation on textile labelling only 
harmonises textile fibres’ names and their composition. 
The European Parliament has extended the scope of the regulation, going beyond its 
technical aspects, by proposing "made in" labels for imported textile products to 
become compulsory. Furthermore, this proposal, supported by all of the main political 
groups, introduces certain rules to be applied when the origin of EU manufactured 
products is voluntarily indicated. A textile product could be considered "made in the 
EU" only if it underwent at least two of the main four stages of manufacture within the 
European Union. If the product underwent all four stages of manufacture, it could be 
defined as "100% made in EU". 
 
Vice-president Tajani said that the Commission agrees with the majority of the 
amendments proposed and declared: "I will support these amendments, as I already 
pointed out during the meeting with the Internal market and Consumer Committee". 
 
The proposal has to be discussed by the Council. However the European Parliament 
has thrown all of its political weight behind this matter, which is of great importance 
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for increasing SMEs’ competitiveness and for the protection of European consumers. 
The Parliament also asked the Commission to examine the possibility of introducing 
a “social labelling” scheme, which could inform consumers about the circumstances 
in which the product has been manufactured in terms of employment conditions and 
environmental sustainability. This is an ambitious project which would make labelling 
a practical instrument to support the shift towards a sustainable and inclusive growth 
in the near future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


