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Dear Reader,  
 
on April 26th, Vice-President Tajani, together with Vice-President 
Almunia and the Spanish Minister of Industry Miguel Sebastian, 
hosted the "2nd High-Level Conference on Industrial 
Competitiveness" which took place in Brussels.  
Three panels of representatives from European Industry set out to 
analyse the current situation and to sketch out ideas for the "new 
industrial policy" of the European Union.  It was a great occasion 
to foster the debate and discuss about how to set the EU on the 
right path to achieve a smart, and sustainable, economic growth in 
the coming years. 
I believe that the issues and points raised during the conference 
represent an important source of inspiration for our work. If we 
want to achieve a really competitive and sustainable industrial 
policy, we have to combine the political guidelines of the 
Barroso's Commission with the economic perspective of our 
stakeholders.  

                                             Antonio Preto 
                                                                Head of Cabinet 

 

 
 

 
EU Manufacturing Industry: What are the Challenges and Opportunities for the coming 
years? 
 
The conference represented a chance to discuss about the future of industry in the short as well 
as the long-term. In his opening speech, Vice-President Tajani underlined the importance of a 
competitive and innovative manufacturing sector, recognising its socio-economic impact on our 
Union. He emphasised a firm commitment to the promotion of a sustainable social market 
economy throughout his mandate. His strong support for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
was also a key point, highlighting their status not only as the backbone of the EU Industry but 
also as fundamental employers, especially as larger groups are forced to undertake painful 
restructuring. 
 
Vice-President Tajani believes that working closely with stakeholders is a priority for the 
Commission, so as to better understand their needs and concerns, integrating them into the 
industrial policy of the future. In order to achieve this, it is also important to have a high level 
of coordination with other institutional stakeholders, and the result of the first panel of experts 
indicates clearly that we have taken the right direction. Vice-President Almunia stressed out that 
the competitiveness policies have a fundamental role in reinforcing the common market and 



that they will follow the common strategy in order to deliver a better industrial contest in the 
next years. Innovation will be a key factor for the success of the strategy, and the EU is 
committed to the promotion of research and development, all the way through to the 
commercialisation of new products, and the implementation of new technologies and new 
productive processes.     
 
The second panel of industrial stakeholders, looked at the biggest challenges facing our 
industrial system: employment, SMEs, energy efficiency, financing issues, stocktaking, training 
and education. Vice-President Tajani is already working on these issues. DG Enterprise will 
look at the problem of financing SMEs through a specific forum on May 6th. 
 
During the last panel, a group of prominent economists were asked to give their opinions on the 
economic strategy and the future of the European Union. Many critical points were raised, such 
as the education system, the effect of the crisis on the single market or the differences among 
member states. Nevertheless, it was commonly held that Europe has the potential to achieve the 
2020 goals and even more, thanks to our manufacturing industry, our entrepreneurs and our 
skilled workforce. The Vice-President will strive to put in place the best possible policies and 
regulatory environment to help them make the most of that potential. 
 
In his closing speech, Vice-President Tajani has expressed his full appreciation regarding the 
outcome of the conference. He is convinced that, together with the stakeholders, he will be able 
to develop a "new industrial policy", which will lead Europe on a path of growth in the coming 
years.  
 
The Vice-President has set a clear objective for the next five years: to maintain and develop 
further a solid, competitive and diversified industrial sector. He emphasized that, in order to 
achieve this objective, the new industrial policy will have to be horizontal, integrated, 
sustainable and focused on innovation and creativity. It will have to favour the development of 
small and medium-sized enterprises, guarantee an efficient access to strategic raw materials and 
face the challenges of globalization, as well as being particularly close to those sectors that are 
still facing painful restructuring. 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/tajani/index_en.htm 
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