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Thank you, Secretary General,  

Good morning ladies and gentlemen! 

 

I am glad to have this opportunity to comment immediately after this clear and 
convincing speech of Secretary Napolitano.  

This is an important moment for the World Customs Organisation. After a period of 
doubt and debates, it is strongly encouraging to hear that the United States is 
committed to fully engaging in multilateral customs cooperation.  

The security challenge is global; a challenge we must face with constant vigilance 
and determination. Through painful experience for many of us, this is what we have 
learnt over the past decade. At the same time, we have recognised that terrorist 
threats must not be allowed to impair our freedoms, disrupt international trade and 
undermine economic and social development.  

There will always be scaremongers suggesting we are helpless in the fight against 
terrorism. I disagree, we can take action. But we must aim to convince the sceptics, 
showing the general public that what we put in place is necessary, actually works 
and is worth the effort. 

In a globalised world, no country can secure the supply chain in isolation. National 
supply chain security policies are ineffective and too costly unless they are 
supported by enhanced international cooperation. Through international cooperation 
we can ensure policy coherence, establish compatibility of national systems; and we 
can reduce costs.  

By its very nature and experience, the European Union has proven that this can be 
done. Aligning the efforts of the administrations in the 27 Member States and the 
Commission requires a lot of work.  

The EU and its Member States set out to protect the supply chain by carrying out 
security and safety risk analysis, allowing for faster and better targeted customs 
controls. Since the beginning of this year, relevant security data are sent before the 
arrival of the goods on the EU customs territory. As we continuously review how it is 
working, we need to consider it in an international context. 

The WCO provides us with the tools, such as the SAFE Framework of Standards, to 
achieve global, multilateral policy coherence. 

The international community has been developing these policies and tools, based 
on multilayered risk management. Regrettably, the 100% scanning legislation has 
directed too much of our attention away from effective implementation and use of 
these tools. 

The Secretary's speech, here today, opens new opportunities for a positive and 
ambitious agenda in the WCO.  

 A key point is interagency coordination. The European Union also sees this need: 
the recent air cargo incidents have made it clear.  Coordination is crucial, not only at 
home between customs, transport and other law enforcement authorities. It is 
equally important between the WCO and other international organisations, such as 
the International Maritime Organization, the International Civil Aviation Organization 
or the Universal Postal Union.  

I would urge members to embrace this opportunity, discuss the suggested policies, 
and together work out the practical tools for implementation.  

The work of multilateral institutions is also crucial for the development of efficient 
bilateral cooperation between the members of the WCO.  
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In recent years the EU has been developing customs cooperation with many trading 
partners in different parts of the world; from Europe and our Eastern border to China 
and Japan.  

Today, together with Secretary Napolitano, we opened the way for a new chapter in 
our transatlantic cooperation.  

Our policy statement includes ideas for concrete action in several areas.  We will 
improve risk information and strengthen air cargo security. The flow of illicit and 
dangerous materials should be stemmed. We will ensure that our trade partnership 
programmes are connected, streamlined and mutually recognized. New 
technologies are available for us to explore and deploy. Together we will build a 
resilient system and promote capacity building across the globe. 

These are ambitious objectives. The WCO has a central role to play. You can count 
on the European Union to fully support this effort. 


