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16 February 2010 

ECOFIN press conference 
 
 
I am pleased that my first ECOFIN as Commissioner for taxation, customs, anti-fraud 

and audit starts on a positive note. Namely, the Council's adoption of the resolution 

on the 2008 budget discharge.  

 

As Commissioner responsible for budget discharge, one of my top priorities is to 

ensure full accountability for EU funds and obtain a clean bill of health on the EU 

budget from the Court of Auditors.  

 

To this end, the Council has made some useful recommendations today which I will 

take fully on board.  

 

Today's resolution will be sent to the European Parliament, which will vote on the 

budget discharge in April. I know that the Parliament shares the Commission's 

concerns about the level of error that still remains in certain areas of EU expenditure. 

But I also know that it shares our goal of rectifying these problems and working 

towards a positive statement of accounts. I look forward to a fruitful relationship with 

both the Parliament and Member States on this matter during my mandate.   

 

Work programme  

I also had the opportunity today to present my work programme to the Council. 

 

Taxation policy is going to play a crucial role in helping us to escape the current 

economic crisis. It is a way of securing much needed revenue for national budgets 

while creating an environment in which Europe can work its way back to prosperity.  

 

In the coming weeks, Commissioner Rehn and I will bring forward a communication 

on innovative financing at a global level, which will outline how tax initiatives can 

contribute to the exit strategy.  
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Economic growth also relies on us removing tax obstacles, such as double taxation 

and harmful tax competition, which are hindering the Internal Market. My plans to 

examine the idea of a corporate consolidated tax base, and to simplify and 

modernise the EU's VAT Strategy are just two of the many initiatives I have in mind 

to improve the situation.  

 

The fight against tax fraud and evasion remains high on my agenda, and I will 

continue our work on good governance at EU and international level. I will also push 

for an early adoption of proposals currently on the table in Council, which would be a 

great step forward in this area.  

 

Finally, I am very aware of the positive impact that taxation can have on reaching our 

environmental objectives. I intend to pursue a "green" taxation policy, a central 

aspect of which will be the revision of the Energy Taxation Directive in the spring.   

 

To conclude, taxation is not a sideline issue. It is a central component of making the 

Internal Market work and driving forward our economies, and I will make sure that it 

makes a real contribution to the EU 2020 Strategy for a competitive, connected and 

greener economy in Europe.    

 

 

 

 


