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Wikileaks 
 
"Freedom of expression in all its forms is not only a fundamental 
human right, it is not negotiable. At the same time it is also clear that 
there is information, be it of a private, commercial or legal nature, which 
by its nature is sensitive and cannot be accessible to the wider 
public, data protection is also anchored in fundamental rights. All our 
Member states have rules that protect data and some kind of sensitive 
information for the sake of the public interest. This is our position in 
terms of freedom of expression and data protection. Regarding the 
positions to specific person, I am not a tribunal and the Commission is 
not supposed to make comments on specific accusations regarding 
specific individuals, because the Commission is not a tribunal and has 
not presumptions of culpability of a specific individual." 
 
"As I have said earlier I cannot comment on specific cases or 
accusations in criminal terms. Regarding Mister Assange there is an 
accusation being done by the Swedish judiciary system that is now 
being considered by the British judiciary system. Both Sweden and UK 
are countries that respect the rule of law. We have to let normal process 
of law go on and I cannot comment and I should not comment precisely 
because I very much respect the presumption of innocence and the 
individual rights of everybody so I cannot make any comment on this." 
 
"Regarding the other comments you have made about some things that 
were in the Wikileaks, I also don't think that it's right for me to comment. 
There are comments attributed to the US diplomats. That is their 
responsibility. I cannot comment on them. I have to tell you what our 
position is. It is not the US position. The European position is clear on 
the matters that you have asked us and we don't have to comment now 
on specific leaks, be it a wiki or non wiki leak." 
 
"I have no direct information on the leaks and how far was the 
confidential information and private data was leaked. I don't have that 
information. I have nothing to do with that case. Of course this case has 
raised very important issues in terms of security. It's true. We have been 
already working on some of those problems with them before this 
Wikileaks case and I have told you about some initiatives of the 
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Commission and I am sure that on the other side of the Atlantic they are 
concerned as well. That is why I think that we should work together for 
increasing cyber security always respecting the fundamental freedoms, 
because freedom of expression is of course a sacred right for us in the 
EU, at the same time being clear that data protection and privacy is also 
a fundamental right, so we have to find the right balance and that is why 
we try in all our initiatives to take on board those two, sometimes difficult 
to organise, but nevertheless important principles." 
 
 
 
Cybersecurity 
 
"It is very important that in digital space we have freedom, but freedom 
of course in a responsible manner, protecting also some important rights 
like the rights to privacy. So data protection is also a question of 
fundamental rights and we believe the Commission has put forward 
accessible proposals that strike the right balance between freedom 
(freedom is non negotiable), at the same time that we use the Internet in 
a responsible manner." 
 
"I fully agree with the concern that you have expressed. This is fully the 
line that we are developing and also some time ago the European Union 
witnessed cyber attacks against public and private organisations in 
Estonia and Lithuania in 2007 and 2008 respectively. Thousands of 
cyber attacks are committed daily against the EU institutions and the 
public authorities. The Commission recently responded to this 
alarming situation by proposing on 13th September a proposal for a 
Directive on attacks against information systems, repealing the 
relevant framework decision from 2005. The overall goal of the directive 
is to compare large scale attacks originating from and/or targeting the 
EU. So we are very attentive to this concern and we believe that this 
Directive is the good proposal. It penalises the use of tools such as bolt 
nets. For committing the offensives and introduces high level of 
sanctions for committing the offensives. It introduces an obligation to all 
Member states to respond to an urgent request from both the public and 
the private sector  contact points within 8 hours from receiving the 
request and introduces a monitoring obligation for Member states to 
facilitate the collection and provision of data about several attacks, 
including on the level of the institutions and criminal reports." 
 
"I believe we are not completely prepared for that and this is the reason 
why the Commission has recently put forward some proposals for 
fighting this kind of cyber attacks. It was Commissioner Malmstrom's 
initiative and now those proposals will be made to all kinds of cyber 
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attacks. But regarding these cyber attacks that you have mentioned, let 
me tell you that the US department denies having issued any direct 
instructions to PayPal, Visa, or Mastercard, so I do not have any 
comment to make on decisions by companies to service or not to 
service Wikileaks, but the Commission is against any kind of cyber 
attacks be they made by one or the other side of that controversy." 
 
"Some of those matters are of national level competence. But of what is 
in our competence, we have proposed in fact some improvements 
recently: the legislation for access to documents, we have put forward 
some proposals (Commissioner Malmstrom), and they are now being 
considered by you. We have been also putting some proposals in terms 
of cyber security, because as you have said widely, Honorable Member, 
we are more and more digitally dependant.  
 
"This is not mainly a European Commission competence. This is a 
competence that Madam Ashton has as High Representative and in fact 
she is developing this kind of action with our main partners and I can tell 
you that in the last summit with President Obama we have discussed 
precisely and have put in the agenda our cooperation in terms of cyber 
security. This is an important issue, not only in NATO, but in our bilateral 
relations with the US and we are working on that. We think that there are 
serious threats in terms of cyber security. Some of our Member states, I 
presume also your country, have been already object of cyber attacks 
and we believe this is an important concern and we have to address it 
also at European Union level, but this is a matter where Member states 
have some responsibilities and the High Representative is developing 
efforts to have a coherent approach to the problems of cyber security 
and I fully support those efforts." 
 
"The European Commission has always respected the fundamental 
rights and I absolutely reject any kind of criticism that the European 
Commission has been involved in any kind of covering, any kind of 
violation of fundamental rights. This is not true. The European 
Commission has a complete clean record on that matter and we are 
ready to work with the European Parliament in full transparency on all 
those matters. There are some matters that are of responsibility of our 
Member states and they have to do their duties, the European 
Commission cannot replace the Member states. We have a Treaty, we 
have responsibility, we have duties, we have rights and I want to say 
that the Commission has given all the conclusions requested to this 
parliament and by the way in full transparency on the matters that you 
have just mentioned." 
 
 


