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I would like to praise UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon for his vision and foresight 
in calling this climate change summit. Delighted that so many leaders have come to 
New York to help seal the deal.  

We have to do what science tells us. That’s the crucial fixed point of the negotiations 
– to keep temperature rise to less than 2 degrees Celsius. This was agreed in the 
Major Economies Forum last summer, we now have to find the policies that will 
deliver on that.  

We have objective grounds to worry about the state of the negotiations with less than 
80 days to go but there are positive elements for those who want to look for them. 
But we need rapid and visible progress soon, starting this week in New York. There 
should be no talk of defeatism or Plan B, or we will end up with Plan F for failure.  

It is important that we recognize the fundamental political constraints in each of our 
economies but do our best to put offers together to the outer limits of those 
constraints. Not a time to hold cards close to our chest. We need to develop trust in 
this negotiation, at all levels.  

There is a moral case for demanding success in Copenhagen – from a developed 
country perspective, not least because of our historic responsibility for emissions. But 
also now have to recognize that even if all developed countries immediately stopped 
all emissions, if developing countries continued with business as usual, we would be 
at 650 million parts per million by 2050, and well beyond the danger level. So we 
cannot do it on our own – EU emissions are now only 14% of the total.  

But we cannot forget the economic case either: costs of inaction are greater (up to 
5% of GDP) and huge economic opportunity.  

I want to use New York this week to look for a grand bargain. Developed countries 
have to confirm their intention to deliver real mid term targets for emission cuts, and 
at least an 80% reduction by 2050. Developing countries need to show their 
readiness to reduce business as usual emissions in low carbon growth plans, and no 
problem if these are domestic actions for domestic reasons.  

And we have to make real progress on finance. The European Commission has set 
out our analysis of what developing countries will need by 2020, and our thoughts on 
how to source the $150 billion likely to be necessary. Some of it will come from public 
finance flows from developed to developing countries and although this won’t be 
easy in recession-hit industrialized economies, the EU will pay its fair share. I also 
think we should be clear that we can’t raid development budgets to pay for action 
against climate change.  



Finally, leaders need to send some other signals, internally and externally. First, we 
have to send the signal that we endorse creative thinking in the negotiations. For 
example, the Australian proposal on scheduling needs to be looked at openly and 
fairly. Second, we have to get involved as leaders. Not saying this against the 
Environment Ministers or the Finance Ministers who are working tirelessly to find a 
solution for Copenhagen, but sometimes only leaders can drive through a decision 
domestically. We need to be ready to go to Copenhagen if necessary.  

 
 


