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 President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is a great honour and intensely moving to be here in Lisbon to celebrate with you the entry 
into force of the Treaty which opens up a new stage in the process of building Europe. 
 
The Treaty of Lisbon also marks the end of a twenty-year period in the history of Europe, 
which began with the democratic revolutions in central and eastern Europe and the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 
 
During this period the European Union underwent enlargement to its present number of 27 
Member States and prepared institutional reforms, thereby signalling – as stated by Article 1 
of the Treaty - a new stage in an ever closer union among the peoples of Europe. 
 
The Treaty of Lisbon thus symbolises a reunified, free and democratic Europe. 
 
I should like firstly, through you, President, to acknowledge Portugal's invaluable contribution 
to the European project. 
 
I wish to express my gratitude to Prime Minister José Socrates for the great proficiency of the 
Portuguese Council Presidency in 2007 and the remarkable effort which it put into the process 
that led to the signing of the Treaty. The ceremony which took place here in Belém, Lisbon, in 
December 2007, will be remembered as one of the historic moments in the building of Europe. 
 
I also wish to express my warmest thanks to Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt and the Swedish 
Presidency for their success in concluding the process of ratification by all the Member States. 
 
It will now fall to Spain, through the rotating Council Presidency in the first half of 2010, to 
press ahead, in cooperation with the European Institutions, with the implementation of the 
Treaty of Lisbon. I wish Prime Minister José Luis Zapatero every success and would like to 
assure him of the Commission's support, in the certainty that the Spanish Government will do 
everything in its power to ensure that the implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon is inspired by 
a truly European spirit and that its potential can thus be exploited to the full. 
 
We can now look to the future with confidence. And this future has already begun with the 
designation of the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, and the High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, 
Catherine Ashton. I would again like to offer my warmest congratulations to the President 
designate of the European Council, who is with us this evening. 
 
The Community method is the driving force behind European integration, and I am delighted 
to see in positions of such responsibility people who, given their European convictions, 
understand this principle and seek to put it into practice in the service of a stronger European 
Union.  
 
The future of Europe will also be more democratic, with stronger powers for the European 
Parliament, and the national parliaments having a bigger say in European affairs. I reaffirm 
today, in the presence of the President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, my 
commitment to representative democracy which, according to Article 10, is the basis of the 
functioning of the Union. 
 
The expectations that we all have of this new phase of European integration call for an added 
sense of responsibility on the part of each institution in accordance with its powers, and the 
utmost cooperation to achieve the common European good. 
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Let me quote Article 17: "The Commission shall promote the general interest of the Union... It 
shall ensure the application of the Treaties, and of measures adopted by the institutions... It 
shall oversee the application of Union law... With the exception of the common foreign and 
security policy, and other cases provided for in the Treaties, it shall ensure the Union's 
external representation. ...Union legislative acts may only be adopted on the basis of a 
Commission proposal, except where the Treaties provide otherwise." And, "In carrying out its 
responsibilities, the Commission shall be completely independent." 
 
I have chosen to cite these Treaty rules because they are essential for the proper functioning 
of the Union. Only with an independent Commission, a Commission with the right of initiative, 
powers to promote the public interest by applying the Treaties and Community law, and 
powers to represent the Union externally, will European citizens see fulfilment of the 
objectives they want to achieve with the Treaty of Lisbon.     
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,   
 
The Treaties are important, but not enough on their own. Nothing can replace leadership, 
determination and political will. In an increasingly interdependent world, a European 
decision-making culture and European political will are needed more than ever before. Hence 
the need for effective cooperation between the Member States and the European institutions.  
On this solemn occasion of the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, I offer my pledge that the 
Commission will do its utmost to strengthen our Union: 
 

• promoting the public interest with strategic vision; 
• adopting legislative and policy initiatives to strengthen the European project; 
• helping to project the EU in the world and vigorously promoting our interests and 

values. 
 
In this way we shall make progress in promoting peace, freedom, security and justice, 
economic and social cohesion, sustainable development and solidarity. Solidarity among 
Europeans, but also solidarity with all peoples of the world. 


