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Article 215, paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Treaty establishing the European Community  

"Apart from normal replacement, or death, the duties of a Member of the Commission 
shall end when he resigns or is compulsorily retired. 

A vacancy caused by resignation, compulsory retirement or death shall be filled for 
the remainder of the Member's term of office by a new Member appointed by the 
Council, acting by a qualified majority. The Council may, acting unanimously, decide 
that such a vacancy need not be filled." 

Article 4 of the Framework Agreement between the European Commission and the 
European Parliament  

"Where it becomes necessary to arrange for the replacement of a Member of the 
Commission during his or her term of office pursuant to Article 215 of the Treaty 
establishing the European Community, the President of the Commission shall 
immediately contact the President of Parliament in order to reach agreement on the 
manner in which the President of the Commission intends to ensure the presentation 
of the future Member before Parliament without delay and in full compliance with the 
prerogatives of the Institutions. Parliament shall ensure that its procedures are 
conducted with the utmost dispatch, in order to enable the President of the 
Commission to be informed of Parliament’s position in due time before the Member is 
called upon to exercise duties as the Commission’s representative." 

Article 217, paragraph 2 of the Treaty establishing the European Community 

"The responsibilities incumbent upon the Commission shall be structured and 
allocated among its Members by its President. The President may reshuffle the 
allocation of those responsibilities during the Commission's term of office. The 
Members of the Commission shall carry out the duties devolved upon them by the 
President under his authority." 

Article 5 of the Framework Agreement between the European Commission and the 
European Parliament 

"The President of the Commission shall immediately notify Parliament of any 
decision concerning the allocation of responsibilities to a Member of the Commission. 
Where the responsibilities of a Member of the Commission are changed 
substantially, that Member shall appear before the relevant parliamentary committee 
at Parliament's request." 
 
 
 


