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Speech to Mayor, Council officials and Local Community Groups of Limeric  
 

• Bit worried in coming here today when I learned that the motto of this city is 

"Urbs Antiqua Fuit Studiisque Asperrima Belli " (an ancient city well versed in 

the arts of war)  

• But then I was told that Limerick is sometimes also known as the Treaty City – 

so I feel that this is the right place for me to visit at a time when Ireland is 

contemplating how to vote on the Treaty on Lisbon 

• On 2 October Irish voters will be making a hugely important decision about 

Ireland's role in the EU. Your decision will not just affect Ireland but will also 

determine whether the EU can go forward, equipped with the modern set of 

principles and rules it needs to deal effectively with the challenges of the 21st 

century 

• I'm following the debate in Ireland very closely so I know that the backdrop to 

this vote is very different from the mood in June 2008.  People are worried 

about their jobs, how to pay their mortgages, what the future holds for them 

and their children.  In casting their votes they need to know whether the Treaty 

of Lisbon will help them deal with all the challenges of their daily lives. 

• I want to say to people that they can count on the EU, in the future as in the 

past, and that they have nothing to fear from the Treaty of Lisbon. 

• Solidarity is one of the defining hall marks of the EU.  We all know that Ireland 

has benefitted hugely from its 37 years of EU membership.  To the envy of 

many, Ireland showed that it was able to take the opportunities given with both 

hands and to use the good educational levels and strong creative instincts of 

the Irish to turn a country of emigration and low living standards into the 

success story that it is today. 

• I'm not sure that everyone knows what the EU is still doing to help support 

Ireland in the current crisis.  Let me just briefly mention 

o The EU €400 bn recovery plan.  This is helping the main EU economies 

like Germany and France to recover and will create much needed 

demand for Irish goods and services 

o The EU has worked together to avoid a meltdown of European financial 

markets and we are now putting in place a more stringent supervisory 

system for the future 
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o The ECB has lent more than €120 bn to the Irish banking system (that's 

15% of total ECB lending). Being in the Euro area has provided a vital 

anchor of stability for Ireland at this difficult time 

o The European Investment Bank  has increased its lending to small and 

medium sized Irish companies by €350 m 

• So the EU is doing a lot for Ireland right now and that's how it should be.  I 

know that times are tough here in Limerick, particularly for those who have lost 

their jobs.  In the modern world, we know that we cannot all hope to work in 

the same company for life and that globalisation and rapid economic change 

bring difficult decisions.   

• But the EU is there to help its regions deal with the consequences of economic 

decisions.  That is why I proposed and fought to create a Globalisation 

Adjustment fund, to help workers and regions affected by decisions to move 

manufacturing and services to new locations.   

• I'm particularly pleased to be able in person to announce today that the 

European Commission has just approved an application from Ireland for 

assistance from the European Globalisation adjustment Fund (EGF).  The 

grant of €14.8 million would help 2,400 redundant workers in the computer 

industry to find new jobs.  The application, one of the first to benefit from the 

new EU crisis measures, will now go to the European Parliament and the 

Council of the EU for agreement.  

• There have been 27 applications to the EGF since its creation late 2006 for a 

total amount of over €154 million, helping some 33,300 workers.  The Dell 

application is the first relating to computers.    Initial reports from the first cases 

where EGF intervened show strong results to help workers stay in the labour 

market. 

• I am very glad that the Commission can demonstrate concretely the Union's 

solidarity with Limerick and surrounding areas in this  manner.  I can also say 

that if any further applications are made from Ireland or elsewhere we will look 

at them in the same spirit of solidarity. 
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• Now people might say that this is all well and good and that they like and 

support the policies the EU has developed over the last 50 years – but that 

they will go on even without the Lisbon Treaty.  Of course, that's not really how 

it works. 

• The EU is currently operating with a set of rules that were designed for 15, not 

27, members.  The Lisbon Treaty would help the EU 

o Be more effective on the world stage, streamlining the way we relate to 

other countries so that we can assert Europe's values and interests as 

we shape globalisation 

o Be more democratic and accountable, particularly since it would give a 

role to national parliaments.  I have just had a meeting with the Joint 

Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs to encourage them to use 

this possibility actively 

o Move on from the last 8 years of institutional debate and allow us to get 

down to delivering the kind of agenda our citizens want to see. 

 

• The other Member States have listened to the reasons why so many people 

voted NO last time and have responded with solemn, legally binding 

guarantees to meet these concerns.  I hope that these will have laid to rest 

any fears people might have had and that the way is now clear for Ireland to 

vote YES on 2 October.  In my view, as someone who sees the EU up close 

everyday, the EU needs this Treaty.  I hope that Ireland will have the 

confidence to say YES to Lisbon and that Limerick and the rest of the country 

will come out strongly in support on October 2nd. 

 

• In conclusion, Mr Mayor, may I pay tribute to you and the City Council for 

organising events to mark EU Mobility week, and especially the parade that 

will shortly leave City hall to promote Car Free Day here in the City.  Climate 

change is one of the scourges of our times and is something that is at the top 

of my priority agenda.  Controlling carbon emissions is a crucial element of this 

crucial endeavour and I salute the efforts of the people of Limerick to play their 

part in one of the EU's main policy objectives. 


