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Meeting with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs 
 

• I am delighted to meet with you, here in Ireland at a very important 
moment for Ireland and for Europe 

 
• I know you are a very active Committee.  We have had two visits from you 

to Brussels, you have sent us 12 opinions in the past three years and Vice 
President Wallstrom gave evidence to your sub committee hearing on the 
Lisbon Treaty, as did SG Catherine Day.  Other Commissioners and 
senior officials have met national parliamentarians on over 500 occasions, 
including of course giving evidence to this committee.   

• This is exactly the kind of growing relationship I hoped to foster when, 3 
years ago, I set up a political dialogue with national parliaments.  Over 400 
opinions have now been exchanged under this mechanism.  I hope we 
can grow and deepen our mutual engagement over the next five year 
mandate of the Commission. 

 
• Here today, the big issue on everyone's mind is the Lisbon Treaty.  As you 

know, it provides for a significant increase of the role of National 
Parliaments at the EU level.  

 
• For the first time, the Treaty itself recognises the contribution of national 

parliaments to European democracy, how they "contribute actively to the 
good functioning of the Union" and explicitly confer a specific role on 
National Parliaments, such as (for example)  

• right to participate in the evaluation mechanisms for the implementation of 
the Union policies in that area of freedom, security and justice and the 
political monitoring of Europol and the evaluation of Eurojust's activities; 

• right to take part in the revision procedures of the Treaties (a single 
national parliament has the right to halt a simplified revision procedure of 
the Treaties -bridge clauses); 

• right to be notified of applications for accession to the Union; 

• last but not least the right to control the respect of the principle of 
subsidiarity :  the so-called 'yellow card' and 'orange card' involving 
possibility for the legislator to stop the ordinary legislative procedure, if a 
simple majority of the votes allocated to National Parliaments questions 
compliance with the subsidiarity principle of a particular proposal. 

 
• Of course I intend to ensure that the Commission respects the subsidiarity 

principle in our proposals so I hope not to give you much cause to invoke 
your new powers!  I believe that the new subsidiarity mechanisms would 
help us to build an institutional partnership and, if correctly applied, would 
contribute to our mutual understanding, rather than be a source of conflict.      
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• Apart from the formal role which national Parliaments would have under 
the Lisbon Treaty, I intend to continue with our political dialogue which 
gives the Commission and National Parliaments a chance to discuss in an 
informal way all aspects of Commission proposals, and not only the issue 
of compliance with the principle of subsidiarity.   

 
• I am very keen to hear from you, as politicians, how you see the 

referendum campaign going as well as to hear your views on how we can 
work together in the future.  I believe that your Committee will have a very 
important role to play, after the referendum, in finding ways of informing 
the Irish public on an ongoing basis about how the EU works and what it 
does.  I hope we can be partners in filling the information gap and helping 
people to feel connected to what goes on in the EU.  Most of all I hope we 
can work together to persuade people that we have their interests and 
their concerns at heart and that the EU is a very positive force in their 
lives. 

 


