
 
The Polish Presidency of the EU – defining Europe's future prosperity 
 
 
Today, Poland stands poised to take the helm of the Council Presidency for the first 
time.  It does so from a particularly strong position, but in some of the most challenging 
times the European Union has known.  
 
I would like to congratulate Poland's meticulous preparations for its Presidency and 
welcome its ambitious programme towards striving for a Europe of more growth, 
security and openness. 
 
Against a background of continued financial and economic crisis in a number of our 
Member States, the Polish Presidency will have a number of extremely important 
legislative and non-legislative proposals on its agenda, which will have a significant 
impact on shaping the direction and future of our Union for several years to come. 
 
Among these, decisions with regard to the EU budget and economy will perhaps have 
the most momentous implications. 
 
This week, the European Commission put forward its proposals for the European 
Union's budget for the years 2014-2020. 
 
This is a realistically-sized budget in times of austerity. The Commission is aware that 
national budgets are under pressure. When money is tight, we have to make sure every 
euro counts and that money spent at European level represents a better return on 
investment than at national level. We therefore focus the budget on our common 
European priorities for growth and jobs. For example, with this budget we want to help 
to better interconnect Europe through improved energy, transport and ICT infrastructure. 
We want to invest in Europe's regions to show solidarity with the poorer, but also to 
make the regions engines for growth and jobs in the whole of Europe. The budget also 
supports a modern agricultural policy, and to project Europe's strategic interests in the 
world. It aims to invest research and innovation. 
 
Each euro spent will be a tool in the construction of a stronger Europe, providing real 
value-added for our member states, for our citizens. In defining this proposal, the 
Commission has upheld a vision of a Europe that will emerge from the current crisis 
stronger and more robust than the one that went into it.  
 
That vision is one of a strong, confident, innovative Europe, with high, quality 
employment and world-leading industrial sectors in areas such as low-carbon 
technologies and healthcare. A Europe open to the world, safe and with secure energy 
supplies. A Europe with a fully exploited internal market. A Europe whose citizens feel 
secure and confident in their futures. The draft budget proposals give us a toolkit for 
building this fitter, stronger Europe. 
 
Member State governments, the European Parliament and national parliaments will 
now have their input into the proposals and reach final decisions. In its Presidency 
capacity, Poland has a crucial role to play in this process over the next six months.  
 
Poland's journey over the last 30 years has been astonishing, in part thanks to its 
visionary efforts to create a better Poland, and a better Europe. It has made the most of 



its EU membership, using the benefits brought by EU cohesion and regional policy to 
build a strong and stable economic position, from where it can maximise the 
advantages of the Single Market. This places Poland in a strong position to drive an 
ambitious agenda for sustainable growth during its Presidency and beyond. 
 
In the next crucial months, Europe will need positive voices in support of the European 
project; it will need friends to share and spread the bold vision of European integration 
as the key driver of growth in all coming negotiations and discussions.  
 
The crisis has demonstrated the strengths, and also the implications, of the economic 
links that tie our 27 Member States beyond all doubt. As we rebuild, we must do so 
together. This is not just a question of solidarity – a concept so eloquently espoused by 
Poland – but also because it makes perfect economic sense.  
 
Our links and interdependencies should be bolstered and not undone. We must rebuild 
economic growth by using these ties to their full strength by increasing the coordination 
and surveillance of member states' economic policies.. This has been the guiding 
principle in our approach to strengthening Europe's economic governance over the last 
18 months, as a solid bedrock for growth. We need to make sure at European level that 
our compass points in the same direction, that our efforts reinforce rather than 
undermine each other. This is what I mean by more Europe: we need to make national 
policies work for a common strategy, for common goals, with common instruments. 
Now we must focus on new models of prosperity, and Europe 2020 is the strategy. We 
launched it early last year knowing that Europe had reached a turning point. We knew 
we had to choose a path that would lead us away from the worst economic crisis in the 
post-war period, a path that would help us thrive again. 
 
Europe 2020 spells out our high level vision, our broad targets, and provides the 
framework for translating these into concrete, measurable and effective policy actions 
 
Completing the Single Market forms an integral part of this strategy. The situation in our 
Member States is uneven. While some are already growing, others are still 
experiencing recession. Completing the Single Market has the potential, alongside the 
EU's reformed economic governance framework, to put us all back on a shared track to 
prosperity. The Single Market links the 500 million citizens of the European Union and 
its 20 million SMEs together in the largest open trading area in the world. As such, it is 
the EU's core economic driving force, but still has gaps and areas of missed potential. 
By plugging the gaps and tapping into this potential, the Commission hopes to open the 
doors to new, greener and more inclusive growth, for instance by removing obstacles to 
online trading, facilitating workers' mobility, or making it easier for SMEs to access 
finance. The focus of the Polish Presidency on the sources of growth – so much 
embedded in the Single Market – will with no doubt push this agenda forward.  
 
On this historic day for Poland, we must also pay tribute to the contribution of some 
absent friends who helped make this vision a reality. I am speaking of course of 
Bronisław Geremek and Jan Kułakowski. 
 
The Commission has a vision for our shared future that we have set out in our proposal 
for the next Multi-Annual Financial Perspectives.  Today we require courage and 
leadership to put it into place. Winston Churchill once stated that: "There are few 
virtues that the Poles do not possess". As Poland embarks on its Presidency, I have 
every confidence that leadership will be chief among them. 
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