
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
José Manuel Durão Barroso 
 
 

President of the European Commission 
 
 
 
 

Greeting by President Barroso at the 
Ceremony launching the Brussels 
Press Club 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Launch Ceremony of the Press Club Brussels-Europe 

Brussels, 2 February 2011 



 2

Dear Presidents of the Press Club (Maria Laura Franciosi, Thomas Friedrich) and of 
the International Press Association (Ann Cahill) 

Cher Monsieur le Ministre-Président de Bruxelles-Capitale, 

Dear Members of the press, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Thank you for inviting me for the launch of the Press Club Brussels-Europe.  

Let me start congratulating the Brussels-Europe Press Club for establishing itself in 
these pleasant premises and praise the Bruxelles-Capitale region for once again 
demonstrating how seriously it takes its role as the Capital of Europe in facilitating 
the creation of the Press Club. 

I hope you will use the "cosy corner" for spirited dialogue on political negotiations 
between the EU institutions, rather than for exchanges of leaked Commission 
documents! 

I congratulate the initiators for proving in such a prominent way that recent reports of 
the vanishing Brussels press corps were– fortunately! – very exaggerated!  

While I am of course not dismissing that media in Brussels and around the world are 
facing important challenges, the launch of your Press Club today and the presence 
of so many members of the Brussels press corps send a strong signal that the 
Brussels press corps is alive and kicking! 

Although we politicians frequently "suffer" from your critical scrutiny and may often 
wholeheartedly agree to disagree, we wouldn't want to be without a strong and 
thriving press corps in Brussels.  

Your presence is indispensable for the democratic legitimacy of the EU and the right 
of our citizens to be informed, and participate in the debate, about the EU and its 
policies. It is essential to develop a European public space that mirrors the role 
European policies play in the lives of every citizen in Europe.  

Your role is indispensable in showing our citizens what is at stake for our continent. 

These days, political events again remind us just how vital media are to vigorous 
democracy.  Freedom of expression and the freedom of the press are two non-
negotiable freedoms that lie at the very heart of our democratic societies. They are 
essential core values of the EU.  

The forum for exchange and debate you are creating, launching the Brussels-
Europe Press Club today, will contribute to ensure that this freedom is exercised in 
practice! 

This new space for discussion and exchanges will undoubtedly complement, in a 
very valuable way, the communication and the many services that the EU 
institutions offer to journalists. 

I am sure you can make the Press Club flourish, with the informal contacts and 
events you will host here, as a forum for journalists and political actors from 
Brussels and beyond. 

I am confident the Brussels Europe Press Club will not only boost media 
professionalism, but also rejuvenate the soul of European journalism; adding 
another feather in the bonnet of Brussels as an attractive stage in the career of 
political journalists.  

I wish the Brussels Europe Press Club a lot of success! 


