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President Barroso:  
"Ladies and Gentlemen, Access to food is a given for most of us in the developed 
world. For many in the developing world, however, it is a daily struggle. This 
situation is untenable. It requires us to take even more resolute action. 
The European Commission has always been at the forefront in the fight against 
hunger and malnutrition. The European Commission alone allocates about € 800 
million a year to agriculture, food security, territorial planning and rural development, 
which are focal sectors of our work in more than 40 countries worldwide.   
Our Food Facility – worth 1 billion € - is another example of this strong European 
commitment. It is a proof that we are ready to act quickly and mobilize additional 
money when need be. 
We established this Food Facility in 2008, in response to the crisis triggered by 
volatility of food prices.  
And today, only three years later, the figures speak more than words:  
More than 50 million people have directly benefited from the Food Facility 
More than 230 projects have been implemented in over 50 developing countries 
More than 90% of the funds have been disbursed and almost 100 % have been 
committed. 
Together, we have achieved solid and sustainable results.  
The speed of implementation of the Food Facility is mostly due to the excellent 
cooperation we had with all organisations, NGOs, and governments involved. This is 
no small feat.  
Our task now lies in making this kind of help sustainable. We must help incorporate 
the good practices established into our long-term support to agriculture, food 
security and nutrition. With rising food prices, climate change, population growth and 
conflicts creating ever greater challenges, there has never been a greater need for 
governments, international donors, civil society and the private sector to work 
together.  
We have already drawn good lessons on cooperation between our organisations 
during the implementation of the Food Facility. This had led to the signature of a joint 
Statement of Intent between the European Commission and the three Rome-based 
agencies in June of this year, whereby we have committed to further improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of our work – via more harmonisation, coordination and 
cooperation.  
Last but not least,  the new policy framework for development that the European 
Commission has adopted last month – the "Agenda for Change" - strongly reflects 
the EU approach to do more / to do better / and to act faster in order to support 
inclusive and sustainable growth in developing countries, especially through a 
strengthened support to sustainable agriculture, food security and nutrition.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
In our 21st century world, it is simply unacceptable that human beings remain 
hungry. The international community must redouble its efforts to ensure that the 
most basic of human needs – access to food – is not a luxury, but a fact of life for us 
all. 
Thank you." 
 


