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Dear Petitioners, 

In the name of the Commission I thank you very much for this appeal (petition) "on 
unfair treatment of the Baltic farmers in the legal proposals of the European Commission 
on Common Agricultural Policy post 2013" supported with signatures of 44 292 
Lithuanian farmers and other citizens. 

We agree with you on the need to reach a more equitable distribution of direct support 
between Member States and between farmers in order to justify and perpetuate the CAP. 
Without any doubt it has become increasingly difficult to justify the presence of 
significant individual differences in the level of direct support per hectare, which are the 
result of historical references. Nonetheless, unavoidable trade-offs between the speed 
and breadth of convergence and the impact on those who will be called upon to finance' 
the overall process have to be accounted for. 

In line with the European Council conclusions of 8 February 2013, all Member States 
should reach a minimum level of direct payments per hectare (196 EUR/hectare) by 
2020. Lithuania will gain significantly from this provision. In fact considering the 
amount of direct payments, Lithuania is among the Member States with the highest 
increase, together with the other two Baltic Member States. 

You are right to call for a fair treatment, but this means that one also needs to take into 
account the existing differences between Member States in terms of economic factors. 
Support under the CAP should be viewed in relation to the overall economy. Comparing 
the level of direct payments to the gross domestic product (GDP) shows that for many 
Member States receiving direct payments below the EU average the share of direct 
payments in GDP is actually very high. Furthermore, Member States also receive 
support under Rural Development and from structural and cohesion funds. These sources 
cannot be disregarded when looking at the overall support levels. 

Simplification, for both farmers and public authorities, is an important aspect of the CAP 
reform proposals, but should not be seen as an isolated element. The proposals form a 
comprehensive package which intends to address various different policy objectives, 
including simplification. The Commission has endeavoured to propose measures or 
instruments that are as simple as possible, while still being effective tools to achieve the 
policy objectives. Straightforward simplification elements have been introduced where 
feasible, such as the small farmers' scheme or the revised rules on cross-compliance. In 
other cases, considerable efforts have been made to find solutions that are as simple as 
possible without compromising the attainment of the policy objectives. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pour le Directeur Général empêché 

Loretta DORMAL MARINO 
Directeur Général Adjoint José Manuel SILVA RODRIGUEZ 
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