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Dear petitioner, 

The European Commission takes the situation of Roma very seriously and is aware of the 
need for more effective and sustainable measures that bring effective change. In order to 
support and steer the efforts belonging to the EU Member States, that have the primary 
responsibility for the measures meaningful for sustainable improvements in the situation 
of Roma people, the Commission has put forward on 5 April 2011 the EU Framework for 
National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020. This calls EU Member States to: (a) set 
achievable national goals for Roma inclusion in the four priority areas of education, 
employment, healthcare and housing; (b) allocate sufficient funding from national 
budgets and (c) put in place strong monitoring mechanisms. 

Responding to this call, all EU Member States adopted or updated Roma integration 
policies or policy measures aimed at fostering the social and economic inclusion of Roma 
while ensuring that they are not discriminated against but treated like all other EU 
citizens with equal access to fundamental rights. 

The European Commission closely monitors the implementation of these policies by all 
EU Member States. A close dialogue with the governments of all Member States was 
established to discuss the measures taken by them. We also closely work with 
stakeholders, including civil society organisations active in the field of Roma and their 
contributions are always welcome. Exchanges are also taking place among the 28 
Member States in order to share solutions and build synergies. 

On 26 June 2013 the European Commission adopted its second annual report on the 
policies of the Member States, as well as a proposal for a Council recommendation on 
effective Roma integration measures in the Member States. The proposed 
recommendation aims to provide guidance on enhancing the effectiveness of the national 
measures to achieve Roma integration. The European Commission also monitors the 
compliance of Member States with their obligations under the Directive on racial equality 
(2000/43/EC). 

I can assure you that the Commission will remain firmly committed to protecting the 
fundamental rights of any persons protected under the EU law, including Roma people, 
and to promoting their social and economic integration in all Member States with all 
measures which it has within its competence. 
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Yours sincerely. 

/Aurel CIOB ANU-DORDEA 
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