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Dear Petitioners, 

Thank you for transmitting to President Barroso the petition in which you bring to the 
attention of the European Commission issues in the area of justice in Suceava County, 
Romania. 

I have taken note of the information you have transmitted. Please be assured that the 
Commission strongly endorses the need for Romania to continue its justice reforms in 
general and to improve the functioning of its judiciary. As you are already aware, the 
Commission, within the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism1 (CVM) committed 
to assisting Romania to remedy the shortcomings in the areas of judicial reform and the 
fight against corruption that could prevent an effective application of EU laws, policies 
and programmes, and prevent Romanians from enjoying their full rights as EU citizens^ 
Thē^ Commission regularly verifies progress against four benchmarks set for this 
purpose and has published reports since 2007. The latest report of 22 January 20142 

contains a number of specific references and recommendations linked to the points 
raised. 

Moreover, the EU Anti-Corruption Report, issued in February 2014, identified as 
regards Romania points that require further attention, in particular ensuring that all 
necessary guarantees remain in place to safeguard the stability, independence and 
continuation of the track record of anti-corruption within institutions and the judiciary 
regarding non-partisan investigations and effective court proceedings in high-level 
corruption cases.3 

With regards to the cases you mention in your letter, please allow me to inform you that 
under the Treaties on which the European Union is based4, the Commission has no 
general powers to intervene within the Members States. It can only do so if an issue of 
European Union law is involved. On the basis of the information provided in your 
letter, it does not appear that the matter to which you refer is related to the 
implementation of EU law. In such cases, it is thus for the concerned Member States, 

Commission Decision 2006/928/EC of 13 December 2006 establishing a mechanism for cooperation and 
verification of progress in Romania to address specific benchmarks in the areas of judicial reform and the fight 
against corruption (OJ L 354, 14.12.2006, p. 56). 

Available at: http://ec.europa.eu/cvm/progress_reports en.htm 

Available at: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/organized-crime-and-human-
trafficking/corruption/anti-corruplion-report/docs/2014_acr_romania_chapter_en.pdF 

Treaty on European Union and Treaty on the functioning of the European Union 
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including its judicial authorities, to ensure that fundamental rights - as resulting from 
international agreements and from internal legislation - are respected. 

Please rest assured that the Commission will continue to monitor the progress in 
Romania closely, including with regard to the fight against corruption and the 
functioning of the justice system. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emmanuel Crabit 


