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Dear Petitioners, 

We are replying in the name of President Barroso for your congratulations about the Nobel Peace 
Prize for the European Union. The EU at its roots has been a project aimed at overcoming the 
consequences and preventing reiteration of two successive wars on the continent. This effort has 
been a remarkable success, creating of course other challenges on its way. We are happy that this 
effort has been appreciated by the Nobel Committee. At the same time, we are aware of the 
responsibility to extend this zone of stability and prosperity. 

In this light, the immediate neighbourhood is a vital area of external engagement for the 
European Union. This is why the Eastern Partnership policy framework was created in 2009 in an 
effort to advance political association and economic integration of the partner countries with the 
EU. It is also a personal priority for President Barroso: he visited your country, Azerbaijan, in 
January 2011, just as he visits other EaP countries, including Armenia recently, in as much as his 
agenda allows for. 

The EU adheres to the view that enhancing prosperity and people-to-people contacts contributes 
to building trust in the long term, but also takes more direct measures to overcome deplorable 
consequences of protracted conflicts. Patient efforts are needed to foster trust between sides and, 
as the EU's own post-world-war-II experience demonstrates, engagement is better than isolation. 
This is why the European Union supports the OSCE Minsk Group in its efforts to find solution to 
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on many levels: it granted a mandate to its Special Representative 
for South Caucasus for high-level contacts and it supports grassroots confidence building 
projects. 
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