
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE GENERAL FOR RESEARCH & INNOVATION 

The Director-General 

Brussels, 
DG RTD/BH/KP/fa Ares(2013)22757 

Dear Petitioner, 

I would like to thank you for the petition, highlighting the crucial importance of 
investment in Research and Innovation (R&I) at a time when a return to growth is the 
most pressing policy priority across Europe. 

The European Commission has proposed a modern and forward looking EU budget - one 
which has R&I at its core. Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation (2014-2020) is a key part of the proposal and the Commission has 
recommended a total budget of EUR 80 billion (in constant 2011 prices) for the 
programme which represents a significant increase compared to the current period (2007
2013). With this proposal, the Commission is clearly showing its strong commitment to 
delivering on the ambitions of Europe 2020 and the Innovation Union. 

Economic growth and job creation require several elements and investment in R&I is a 
crucial one for a knowledge-based economy to become competitive and provide qualified 
jobs. For this reason, the Commission has called for smart fiscal consolidation, where 
growth-enhancing areas, such as support for R&I, are prioritised and protected. 

The European Commission remains committed to its proposal for Horizon 2020 as a 
central part of the EU Multi-Annual Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-2020, which 
strikes the right balance in the current economic climate. The next MFF needs to be a 
tool for investment in growth and jobs, and the Commission will continue to work hard 
for agreement at the European Council and with the European Parliament. 

The successful outcome of the negotiations is crucial as we must offer solid, long term 
perspectives to researchers and investors worldwide that will convince them that working 
and investing in Europe now is the right choice. With an appropriate Horizon 2020 
budget, we can send a strong signal of our shared commitment to stay a world class R&I 
actor. Without such a signal, we risk losing the confidence of researchers and 
endangering the growth and jobs we need so much. 
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These are tough battles we have to win and I very much appreciate your petition in this 
context. I will continue to strongly make the case in this regard and I count on your 
continued support. 

I take the opportunity to encourage you to persevere in your important work pushing the 
knowledge frontier further ahead. 

Yours faithfully, 


