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Dear petitioners, 

Subject: The cloning of animals for food supply 

President Barroso thanks you for your letter related to the use of cloning for food 

production purposes. He has asked me to reply on his behalf. 

The question of cloning of animals for food production purposes touches upon a number 

of highly technical and sensitive issues. Animal welfare concerns, which you highlight in 

your letter, are one of these important aspects. 

As you might be aware, the Commission published on 19 October a report to the 

European Parliament and the Council on animal cloning for food production. The issues 

mentioned in your letter are being addressed in the report. 

In the conclusions of the report, the Commission proposes to suspend temporarily: 

■ the use of the cloning technique in the EU for farming purposes; 

■ the imports of clones; and 

■ the marketing of foods from clones. 

No legal measures will be proposed in relation to foods from the offspring of cloned 

animals. 

Cloning would, however, be authorised for uses other than food, such as for research, the 

conservation of endangered species or the use of animals for the production of 

pharmaceuticals. 

The Commission will also propose to establish a traceability system for imports of semen 

and embryos to allow farmers and industry to set up data banks. This would allow the 

identification of offspring of cloned animals and make the traceability of their products 

possible in the EU. 

The Commission will consult stakeholders as regards the future drafting of the proposal 

on animal cloning. 

The report on animal cloning is published on the SANCO website 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/index en.htm 

Yours sincerely, 

Ветдш Van Goethém p o 
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