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Xameerah MALIK 

Xameerah has a degree in Chemistry from Southampton University (MChem, 
2005). She has experience of working in chemical industry, having completed 
a six-month industrial placement as part of her degree (at Evotec, 2004). After 
university she also worked for Syngenta in the UK as a herbicide research 
chemist (2005-2006). 

In 2006 she worked for the Royal Society of Chemistry in London on a 
graduate scheme. There she became interested in policy, and gained 
experience of science writing. 

In 2007, she joined the Royal Academy of Engineering in London as a Policy 
Adviser and worked on policy issues such as gender diversity in engineering, 
biomedical engineering and scrutiny of Government policy. She also organised 
workshops and conferences.  

In 2009 she began working as a science Specialist for the Science and 
Technology Select Committee in the House of Commons (UK Parliament). The 
select committee is a cross-party group of Members of Parliament (MPs) that 
scrutinises Government policies and decisions in relation to science and 
technology. Over four years, Xameerah managed the committee's inquiries on 
homeopathy, bioengineering, scientific advice and evidence in (civil) 
emergencies, forensic science, alcohol guidelines, engineering education, 
women in scientific careers, public perceptions of energy risks and medical 
implants regulation.  

In 2010 she gained work experience in the office of the Chief Scientific Adviser 
to the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). She was 
promoted to Senior Specialist in 2012 and took on greater responsibility for 
management and development of scientific and specialist skills of staff within 
Parliament. She has also worked part time for the Science and Environment 
Section in the House of Commons Library, providing confidential, responsive 
briefings to MPs. 

Xameerah joined the team of the Chief Scientific Adviser to the President of 
the European Commission in January 2014, as a Seconded National Expert. 
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