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RULES OF PROCEDURE  
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A. General Dispositions 

1. The activities of the president's Science and Technology Advisory Council 

(PSTAC) (hereafter the “Council”), instituted as an independent body, are 

governed by these rules of procedure. 

2. The Council is an independent and informal group of science and technology 

experts from academia, business and civil society, covering a broad range of 

disciplines and uniting expertise from across the European Research Area. The 

task of the Council is to examine areas where research and innovation can 

contribute to Europe's growth—with a particular focus on benefits and risks of 

science and technology advances and how to address and communicate these.  

3. Members of the Council deliberate freely and in total independence. Conflicts of 

interest must be declared. Members of the Council are appointed for one year 

with possibility of extension. 
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B. Chair and Vice-Chair 

4. The Chair of the Council is the European Commission President's Chief 

Scientific Advisor. The Council elects a Vice Chair.  

5.  The Chair will have the following responsibilities in collaboration with the 

Vice- Chair:  

a. Representation of the Council; 

 b. Acting as Chairperson of meetings of the Council; 

 c. Direction of the Council’s activities; 

  

6. The Chair may be substituted by the Vice- Chair. If neither the Chair nor the 

Vice- Chair is able to attend a particular meeting, the Chair may delegate 

another Group member to chair that meeting. 

7. The Vice-Chair assists the Chair in carrying out the responsibilities.  

 

 

C. Meetings of the Group 

8. The Council meets on a schedule agreed with the Secretariat. It is expected 

that Members attend a minimum of 75% of meetings. If a member of the 

Council is unable to attend this minimum threshold, it may be replaced by a 

new Council member. 

9. The Council usually meets at the offices of the European Commission in 

Brussels.   

10. The Council may take decisions only when at least eight members of the 

Council agree. 

11. All meetings are formally convened at least seven days in advance, the date of 

the meeting and agenda will be communicated at that time. Shorter notice may 

be given when there are urgent matters to discuss. An annual calendar of 

meetings will be distributed to the Council. 
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12. Any member may request that a specific item is included in the relevant 

agenda. The preparation of the agenda is responsibility of the Secretariat in 

consultation with the Chair of the Council. 

13. Minutes of sessions are drafted by the Secretariat, and, approved by the 

Council on request of the Chair at the following meeting. 

 

 

D. External Relations 

14. The Council aims to have close relations with the Science Advisory Boards, or 

equivalent Bodies, of the European Union, the Institutions of the European 

Union, and relevant International Organisations.  

15.  The Council may organise conferences and meetings with relevant 

representatives of advisory bodies of the Member States, and other States, in 

the field of sciences and technologies, and with any other Institutional Bodies 

at EU or international level. 

16.  The Council will establish close relations and synergies with the European 

Group on Ethics of science and new technologies (EGE), the advisory body to 

the European Commission President on the ethics of science and new 

technologies. This collaboration might include, inter alia, PSTAC-EGE joint 

meetings and Position papers. 

17.  Upon agreement with the Council Chair and its Secretariat, Council members 

may participate in external meetings on behalf of the Council.  Acting in that 

capacity they must send all relevant documentation to the Secretariat for 

distribution to Council members. When attending such events, Council 

Members will represent the Council and report on PSTAC position. The head 

of PSTAC Secretariat may also take this role in external events.  
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E. Position papers 

General Rules 

18. The Council issues position papers either at the request of the President of the 

European Commission or on its own initiative.  

19.  For each topic the Chair, appoints one or more rapporteurs from amongst the 

members of the Council. The rapporteurs are responsible for drafting the 

PSTAC position papers. The Group may ask the Secretariat to prepare 

background papers and to contribute to the drafting of the documents and to 

coordinate contributions by PSTAC Members. The role of the Secretariat may 

vary according to Council request. The Secretariat is however responsible for 

ensuring the Council to keep deadlines and deliverables for the President. The 

Secretariat is also responsible for providing the Council with whatever 

information the Council may need to have an informed, timely and critical 

position paper to be issued to the European Commission President. Information 

provided by the Secretariat is to be considered confidential and treated as such. 

20. The working sessions of the Council are private and their deliberations are 

confidential to the Council. 

 

Adoption of an Opinion 

21. The Council shall endeavour to reach a consensus position paper. Specific 

procedures for dissenting position papers are indicated in Annex I of this 

document. 

 

Distribution of an Opinion 

22. Each Document adopted by the Council is forwarded to the European 

Commission President by the Chair of the Group. Moreover, the Council may 

make public PSTAC documents on the Council web site.  
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F. Information and Communication 

23. In order to promote its objectives, the Council publishes information relating 

to its activities by any appropriate means including publications, brochures 

and the Internet. 

 

H. Administration of the Council 

29. The European Commission provides administrative and financial support 

necessary for the running of the Council. The Group’s Secretariat at the 

European Commission assists the Group in all its tasks The Council may 

receive information and assistance from the European Commission services 

through co-operation of the latter with the Council’s Secretariat. The 

Secretariat shall send a working calendar to STAC Members in a due time. 

 

I. Final Dispositions 

30. These rules may be modified by the majority of the Council.  
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Annex I: Dissenting views. 

 

1. General principle 

PSTAC members look for a consensus which does not necessarily mean that every 

PSTAC member approves every sentence in the adopted position paper while 

approving the consensual position of the document.  

 

2. Dissenting views 

The following principles however apply in the adoption process of PSTAC position 

paper. 

 

(A) During the meeting at which an PSTAC position paper is adopted no new 

substantial changes are to be made. No new points of substance are 

introduced at this meeting, to avoid surprises for possibly absent members of 

the Council.  

(B) Any PSTAC member who wants to dissent should announce this, at the least, 

at the meeting preceding the final meeting, so that there is enough time to 

discuss this dissent and if possible reach a consensus – and if a consensus 

cannot be reached, to introduce the text of the dissenting view. 
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