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5th MEETING OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
Held on 31 January 2014 in the Berlaymont, Brussels 

 
 

Participating STAC members: 

Anne Glover (Chair) 

Alan AtKisson 

Ferdinando Becalli-Falco  

Tamás Freund  

Susan Gasser 

Victor de Lorenzo (Co-Chair) 

Johanna Pinińska 

Alexandre Quintanilha 

Riitta Salmelin 

Pat Sandra 

Roberta Sessoli 

Hans-Joachim Schellnhuber 

 

Apologies received from: 

Monika Henzinger 

Søren Molin 

Ortwin Renn 

Cédric Villani 

Ada Yonath  

Commission participants: 

President Barroso (in part) 

Vladimir Šucha (JRC, in part) 

Waldemar Kütt (Cabinet Geoghegan-Quinn, 
in part) 

Jean-Claude Thébault (BEPA, in part) 

Patricia Reilly (Cabinet Geoghegan-Quinn, in 
part) 

Laurence de Richemont (President's 
Cabinet, in part) 

Lucas Lenchant (SG, in part) 

 

Xameerah Malik (CSA team) 

Didier Schmitt (CSA team) 

Jan Marco Müller (CSA team) 

Fabiana Scapolo (JRC) 

 

 

 

 

1. Minutes of previous meeting and actions: 

There were two amendments to the minutes of the previous meeting. The ESPAS 
conference would take place on 17-18 February (not 18-19 February) and during the lunch, a 
high-level conference on science & technology foresight had been suggested by the 
President. The agenda of the meeting and the minutes of the 4th STAC meeting were 
adopted. It was also agreed that minutes would have numbered pages in future.  

All actions from the previous meeting had been completed except for the creation of an 
online repository for STAC documents. Didier Schmitt informed STAC that it would soon be 
possible to use an online repository that was being developed for ESPAS (inter-institutional 
foresight project), rather than create a new one. 

 

2. Foresight report  
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The Chair recalled STAC's previous agreement to produce a foresight report and suggested 
that this would focus on six citizen-oriented themes (see point 3). The roadmap for delivery 
would be as follows: 

• STAC meeting in April to agree on structure of the Foresight report. STAC Members 
will be identified to lead on specific topics. 

• STAC meeting in June to agree on draft foresight report, which would be similar in 
tone and length to the first report on "Science and society" (annexes would also be 
published).  

• High level event in October, as suggested by the President, most likely in Italy under 
the Italian Presidency and entitled "The Future of Europe is Science". Vladimir Šucha 
indicated that JRC would be willing to take the lead on the organisation of the event, 
with the support of a steering committee to determine format and content. 

• A video could be produced, to be shown at the start of the October event. One 
suggestion was that it could be filmed through the eyes of "normal" Europeans and 
their visions of the future. A possible option would be to use young Europeans to 
design or produce the video. Didier Schmitt described a separate ongoing activity, a 
science and culture prize coordinated by DG Research and Innovation (RTD), which 
would be awarded on 23 September (it was not possible to change the date to 
October). 

• The above process will be supported by a meeting of foresight experts from across 
the Commission (60 experts across 19 DGs) on 17 February as well as two scoping 
workshops in March, lasting 1.5 days each and including external participants, to 
generate content for the six themes. STAC members are encouraged to attend 
workshops and act as "critical friends" (i.e. challenge participants), to feed findings 
back to the STAC meeting in April. A Eurobarometer survey to obtain citizens' views 
on foresight will be carried out in April and will also provide evidence for the report. 

ACTION:  Chair to send STAC members an example of a video on climate 
sustainability  

ACTION: Chair to send details on the science prize to STAC 
The following issues were raised by STAC members: 

• We are often unable to respond to societal challenges if we adopt a technocratic view 
of wellbeing. We must not forget the importance of cultural values when we think 
about scientific foresight. Is improved science and technology capability what society 
actually wants? 

• There were mixed views on the use of the term "smart" (i.e. smart cities). Some 
people would be uncomfortable with the term "smart", because it implies a lack of 
control over technology (the passive citizen), because it doesn’t have a positive 
connotation in every language and because happiness and a peaceful Europe is as 
important as having smart technologies. Young people in particular often feel a low 
sense of control over the world. 

• The global environment should also be taken into account. Alan AtKisson was willing 
to be the STAC link to the UN's sustainable development programme, which he is 
involved in. 

• The mental health implications of the ever increasing amount of information available 
are not well recognised. 

• There was frustration that while knowledge is increasing in Europe, "know-how" (how 
to apply knowledge) was decreasing. Although it was noted that the European 
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Commission (EC) has limited involvement in education in Member States, STAC does 
can explore issues that are outside EC competences.  

• It will not be possible to conduct a thorough foresight exercise in the timescale 
proposed. Instead, the STAC foresight report would look at the big, cross-cutting 
issues, the gaps in foresight and act as a stimulus for the EC and Member States.  

• There is a need to reward success rather than just punish failure (in innovation). 

 

3. Foresight themes 

STAC members agreed on the following six broad themes. Members were asked to 
volunteer as theme leaders. Depending on their availability, they were invited to attend the 
thematic workshops in March, mentioned above, (acting as a challenger/critical friend) and to 
develop that part of STAC's foresight report. 

 

Theme Suggested theme leaders 

Living Schellnhuber  

Health Freund, Gasser, Salmelin 

Interactions AtKisson 

Learning  Salmelin, Sessoli, Quintanilha 

Natural resources Pininska, Sandra 

Manufacturing Becalli-Falco 

 

ACTION:  STAC members who did not attend the meeting but would like to be a 
rapporteur/theme leader should email the Chair 

ACTION:  The Chair will send STAC more details on what will be expected of 
rapporteurs and what background briefing and support will be provided 
before the workshops 

ACTION:  The Chair will find a method of sharing documents with STAC (e.g. 
online repository) 

 

4. Discussion with the President 

The President welcomed everyone and spoke about why he considered foresight to be 
important. He highlighted that outreach to citizens was essential. Advanced manufacturing 
was highlighted as an important area in the future. The public needs to be made more aware 
that the Commission provides significant European support for R&D via Horizon 2020.  

The President had met with the Italian Prime Minister Enrico Letta and discussed the 
October conference with him. They agreed that the Commission and the Italian Presidency 
would organize an event on "The Future of Europe is Science". This event could take place 
in Italy and would fit well in the run-up to the EXPO 2015 in Milan. The ASEM Summit of 
Heads of State and Government will take place in Milan on 16-17 October, so it was 
suggested that the foresight event could take place on 15 or 18 October, enabling high-level 
leaders to attend. 
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Vladimir Šucha introduced the activities of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) and stated that 
the JRC could lead on the administrative organisation of the event, but Ispra was not likely to 
be a suitable venue. It could be held in Milan with visits to Ispra offered to delegates.  

During the discussion with the President, STAC members highlighted the following issues: 
• Humans are being subjected to adaptational pressure from having to deal with 

technological advances 
• The human brain is still a "black box", so brain enhancement is an exciting area. 

Similarly there is still little understanding of the human body as an ecosystem in 
relation to our microbial flora. 

• Multidisciplinary education is neglected. 
• The second STAC report should link to the first.  
• We should look to Europe's strengths rather than its weaknesses. Competition, but 

not fear, should be factored into our thinking. 
• There is an increasing trend towards people living in cities. Megacities will compete 

with each other across nations. What will happen to smaller cities? 
• Europe is good at creating knowledge, but less good at exploiting it. 
• The challenge of ageing populations will drive change and innovation. 
• Foresight might also have implications on how to spend Horizon 2020 funding. 
• We should remember that citizens have choices over their future – there is not just 

one possible future.  
 

The President was not enthusiastic about the use of the word "smart", noting linguistic 
differences in interpretation. He stressed the need to include cultural and human values and 
the importance of multidisciplinarity (for example he highlighted that smartphones were a 
marriage of technology and aesthetics). He supported the idea of an outreach video that 
would be a test of imagination and creativity.  

The European Strategy and Policy Analysis System (ESPAS (http://europa.eu/espas/) is a 
joint foresight activity of various European institutions and will finalise its report in June. It 
could be complementary to the STAC report so synergies should be sought. 

5. Lunch discussion 

The Director-General of the Bureau of European Policy Advisers (BEPA), Jean-Claude 
Thébault (DG BEPA), provided an update on the ESPAS project. The ESPAS team would be 
willing to meet with STAC to discuss the project and STAC Members were invited to attend 
the ESPAS conference on 18 February (invitations had already been sent). 

Other issues that were discussed over lunch included: 

• Industry involvement in foresight was useful. Industry often saw changes coming 
earlier than others. 

• Risks are also opportunities, and not taking risks can also have an adverse 
consequence. 

• A good example of action following foresight was the reduction of the hole in the 
ozone layer. 

• The Eurobarometer survey needs to be carefully planned to extract maximum value 
from viewpoints.  

• Citizen science may become increasingly important; for example mapping noise 
levels based on individuals sending in recordings from smartphones. 

• There was a lack of understanding of diseases at a molecular level and also a rise in 
self-diagnoses, particularly as more people have access to online medical websites. 

http://europa.eu/espas/
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• People are more likely to accept technology where they have choice and control. The 
majority of people are fairly ambivalent about new technologies.  

 

6. Current foresight activities within the Commission and elsewhere 

Presentations were given by staff from the Joint Research Centre (JRC), DG Research and 
Innovation (RTD) and DG Communications Networks, Content and Technology (CONNECT) 
on their activities in the area of foresight.  

ACTION:  The Chair will send the presentations given to STAC Members 
 

7. Presentation of Member's activities 

Alex Quintanilha presented his work on the effects of oxidation within the human body. 

 

8. Adoption of the draft work plan and possible next meeting dates 

The next meeting dates will be agreed upon by e-mail, depending on the President’s agenda. 
Based on the President's suggestion, the 14 April looks like a likely date. A further STAC 
meeting could be organised in June to coincide with the Euroscience Open Forum (ESOF) in 
Copenhagen (21-22 June). 

 

 

Minutes taken by Xameerah Malik, 31/01/2014 


