
Brussels, 14/07/2011 
 
Statement on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy 
 
I welcome the proposals adopted by the Commission today on the reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy, presented by my colleague Maria Damanaki.  I am pleased that it goes in 
what I can describe as a 'green' and sustainable direction.  This is of course badly needed. 
 
This reform is a necessity. We need to ensure that fishing doesn't exterminate species – and 
undo the good work we achieved building solid foundations for global action on biodiversity 
in Nagoya last year. We agreed targets in Japan and this is now the EU's commitment to itself 
and to the world.  
 
When we think about what we need from a new CFP, it's obvious to me that environmental 
concerns have to be built in. And I mean built in, not added on as an afterthought. The reform 
process can not become a fight between environmentalists and fishermen. Because in the long 
run we share the same goal - plentiful seas. 
 
I had three main concerns when discussing the CFP reform: 

• To ensure that the objectives of our environmental policies and those within the new 
CFP are consistent.  

• To build a CFP on good science.  
• To make CFP governance strong, with good control, inspection and sanction systems. 

 
I think these concerns are dealt with in the proposals adopted by the Commission.  
 
Sustainability is at the heart of the proposed reform. Fishing sustainably means fishing at 
levels that do not endanger the reproduction of stocks and that provide high long-term yields. 
 
The main features from an environment policy point of view are: 
 

• All fish stocks will have to be brought to sustainable levels by 2015, which is in line 
with the commitments the EU has undertaken internationally.  

 
• An ecosystem approach will be adopted for all fisheries, with long-term management 

plans based on the best available scientific advice.   
 

• The waste of food resources and the economic losses caused by “discarding”, i.e., 
throwing unwanted fish back into the sea, will be phased-out. Fishermen will be 
obliged to land all the fish that they catch.  

 
• Future EU financial support should be strictly geared to achieving the reformed CFP's 

objectives. This includes moving away from fleet-related subsidies. 
 

• Within international bodies and in its relations with third countries, the EU will 
advocate the principles of sustainability and conservation of fish stocks and marine 
biodiversity. It will establish alliances and undertake actions with key partners to 
combat illegal fishing and reduce overcapacity.  

 



The next step will be for the Parliament and Member States to consider these proposals.  I 
remain ready and willing to act within the Commission and with whoever else I need to work 
with, to make sure we do the right thing. For fisheries, for seas and for all our sakes.  
Sustainability is the key.  The ultimate aim should be a new fisheries policy which lets 
fishermen earn their living, not just today but also in the next generation, and which doesn't 
jeopardise biodiversity or the conservation status of species.  
 


