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General statement by Commissioner Potočnik on air quality 
 
Ensuring compliance with the ambient air quality limit values laid down in EU legislation, in 
particular for PM10 and NO2, remains a challenge throughout the EU. A large part of the EU 
population is still exposed to concentrations above the limit and target values, with very 
substantial health implications. Thus the implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directive 
remains a priority for me, and the Commission.  

 
Progress has been made, but more efforts are needed, including at the local level. It is the 
Member States' responsibility to ensure that citizens can live in conditions respecting the EU 
standards. The Commission will continue to take appropriate legal action, including additional 
source legislation where warranted, to ensure that exceedance periods are kept as short as 
possible.  
 
I can reassure you that I am aware of the serious air quality situation in a number of hotspots 
throughout Europe, and that the Commission is taking the necessary measures available to it to 
ensure that Member States implement air quality legislation. 
 
But we should not forget the considerable overall improvement of air quality that EU policies 
have achieved over the past years across Europe.  
 
Statement by Commissioner Potočnik on air quality in Madrid in particular 
  
As regards PM10, in the last annual report provided by the Spanish authorities (2010), no 
exceedance was reported in the "Madrid" zone (within which the city of Madrid is situated). 
However in the region 'Comunidad de Madrid', which surrounds the Madrid zone itself, 
exceedance of the daily limit value has been reported for one zone within the region. The 
Commission has launched an infringement proceeding against Spain for failure to apply the PM10 
limit values in several air quality zones and over several years, including the zone of Comunidad 
de Madrid. More information can be found in the relevant press release (reference:  IP/10/1586, 
date:  24/11/2010). 

As regards NO2, the Commission is informed of exceedances in the Madrid zone and, in some 
zones within Comunidad de Madrid, of hourly and/or annual limit values. According to the 
Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe1 (the "Directive"), 
Member States have the possibility to request a postponement of the deadline to apply the limit 
values for NO2 until the 1 January 2015 at the latest. To date, Spain has requested such an 
extension for six zones, not including the City of Madrid. The Commission is aware, however, 
that the Spanish authorities intend to notify additional zones and agglomerations.   

The EU ambient air quality legislation is based on the principle of subsidiarity and it is therefore 
in the national authorities' competence to decide on the appropriate abatement measures. 
However, the Commission will continue to take all appropriate legal action on failure to comply 
with the regulatory requirements.  
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