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Recently I have received many messages about Nordkalk limestone quarry. I 
take good note of all concerns expressed by many of you and wish to inform 
you that the Commission is aware of the situation and is currently 
investigating the issue.  

In fact, we have been in contact with the Swedish authorities since spring 
2012 in order to get information allowing us to fully understand the 
background and the different decisions related to the request for a permit for 
the quarry which have been taken by various Swedish authorities and Courts. 
We have also received several letters from concerned NGOs and citizens who 
have provided us with valuable information about the project, its impacts, 
environmental concerns and the handling of the request for a permit for the 
project by Swedish Courts. 

The Commission's point of departure is that the authorities and Courts in a 
Member State have an obligation to ensure that EU legislation is respected. It 
is only in situations where there are indications that EU legislation is indeed 
not followed that the Commission can launch an infringement procedure 
against the Member State in question. In this particular case, the Commission 
is still investigating whether EU environmental legislation has been breached 
in the procedure leading to the latest judgment issued by the Land and 
Environmental Court of Appeal in July 2012. For this purpose, we will again 
contact the Swedish authorities. Should the information reveal that EU 
legislation has not been respected, the Commission will not hesitate to take 
the required legal action. 

Regarding requests that the Commission intervenes in order to stop the 
clearing of trees and other preparatory works done by the limestone company 
Nordkalk we have to inform you that the Commission is not endowed with 
such competence. The Commission can therefore not intervene in Nordkalk's 
works. 

 


