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Statement by Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik on the landfill in Malagrotta 
(Italy)  
 
The Commission has been following the waste management situation in Lazio for several years. 
The Commission is confident that a proper implementation of the recently adopted waste 
management plan would help to Lazio to cease being so dependant on landfills and increase 
waste separate collection and boost waste recycling rates There are Member States in the EU 
where practically no waste goes to landfills. With the necessary political commitment and the 
right waste treatment mix for the region of Lazio it is eventually possible to arrive there but 
efforts need to be stepped up in the right direction.   
  
Recently, the Commission addressed a second warning to the Italian authorities with respect to 
the Malagrotta landfill operating in breach of EU waste legislation. Such a landfill constitutes a 
serious threat to human health and the environment. Italian authorities are requested to take all 
the necessary measure to ensure that once Malagrotta landfill is closed, new capacity is available 
and operational. Under EU law, it is for the competent national authorities to decide which waste 
management installations should be built and where. Of course, when deciding on the 
construction of waste management installations, the competent national authorities should ensure 
that all the relevant EU rules are complied with, in particular by carrying out the necessary impact 
assessments and ensuring public participation. The Commission is closely following this process 
and would not hesitate to take legal action against Italy should a violation of EU legislation 
occur.   
  
The Commission is also concerned about powers conferred upon the special commissioner for 
the environmental emergency in the Rome province to derogate from several EU-derived legal 
provisions, including the SEA and EIA Directives which could be inconsistent with EU law. The 
Commission has asked the Italian authorities to explain this. 
 
 


