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Ministers, Executive Secretary Bárcena, Honourable Members of Parliament, 
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Introduction 

It’s a great pleasure to be here to open your important event this morning, and to do so 
in such distinguished company. Your presence here is sure to enrich the discussions. And 
indeed you have a wide range of issues to discuss over the next day and a half. 
However, if you allow me, I will focus on just two: the way forward for our strategic 
relationship, and the activities underway to bolster that relationship – not least the 
EUROsociAL programme that is taking centre stage today. 

 

The Bi-regional Strategic Partnership; EU cooperation and its impact 

It’s true to say that the relationship between Latin America and the European Union is 
flourishing, thanks to our Bi-regional Strategic Partnership

Alongside political engagement, trade and investment and sectoral dialogues, EU 
development cooperation has been a crucial building block in that partnership and has 
certainly yielded some lasting results on the ground.  

, which celebrates 15 years 
this year and has been going from strength to strength.  

Take the AL-INVEST programme, which assisted 30 thousand small and medium 
enterprises in Latin America in their internationalisation processes between 2009 and 
2013.  

In Central America and Mexico alone, AL-INVEST helped create new business worth 
more than 77 million euro.  

Behind those figures there are stories of changed lives. They are the stories of the 450 
people in a rural area in Costa Rica who have found employment; of the craftspeople in 
Peru who have benefited from the programme; of the small-scale farmers in Nicaragua 
and the 300 indigenous cacao producers in the Talamanca area who have been able to 
earn better incomes for their families.  

And there’s more. The EURO-SOLAR programme has been instrumental in giving more 
than 300 thousand people in 8 of Latin America’s most disadvantaged countries access 
to electricity. Meanwhile, the ALFA Project KID has helped eight thousand women find 
employment.  

These are just some of many examples that show how our regional cooperation is 
making a real difference to real people

I am delighted that we have been able to contribute to the impressive progress that 
Latin America has achieved over the last decade. The figures speak for themselves. 
Since 2002, 60 million people from a total population of 580 million have been lifted out 
of poverty, giving the continent an historic opportunity to eradicate poverty for good.  

.  

In the ongoing global debate on a post-2015 framework

 

 we have repeatedly said that 
the world as a whole has the resources to eradicate poverty in our lifetime. We want the 
help we give to our partner countries everywhere to be as relevant as possible. For it is 
not just Latin America that has changed; in a matter of years the world as a whole has 
become a very different place. 
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To remain relevant and effective, the European Union’s development policy needs to 
reflect these huge global shifts. The result is a new policy framework based on a 
blueprint in the form of our Agenda for Change

The Agenda for Change underpins the aims of eradicating poverty while securing 
sustainable development. It focuses on good governance, inclusive and sustainable 
growth and human development. It is about getting more impact from our policy with 
the resources we have, targeting them where they are most needed, have a comparative 
advantage and bring real added value, so that people, in particular the weakest, can 
move out of poverty and stay out of it. 

.  

  

So we will focus effective, targeted aid on those countries which need it most. In Latin 
America, bilateral cooperation with countries facing the greatest challenges will remain 
significant. With other countries, we are opening a new chapter in our partnership, in 
which we seek solutions on matters of common concern via meaningful regional 
cooperation, thematic programmes and new financial instruments. 

  

The future for development cooperation and Latin America 

And I can tell you today that, to mark this new chapter, the funding we set aside for 
regional programming between now and 2020 will see a huge increase

This bigger and better regional cooperation in which we engage should seek solutions to 
key challenges which continue to hinder the continent's political and socio-economic 
development. To this end our regional cooperation will focus on a number of 

, from 556 million 
euro for the previous seven years to 925 million euro for the next seven. 

strategic 
priority areas

 

 which we have identified together with you.  

These priority areas include: 

- inclusive and sustainable economic growth, addressing structural weaknesses, 
the informal economy, acute economic inequality and over-reliance on extraction of 
natural resources; 

- reconciling environmental sustainability with continued development in a region 
that is highly vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters; 

- capacity-building of state institutions responsible for security and rule of law, so 
as to enhance human rights and gender equality, build public trust and strengthen the 
social contract needed for development to succeed. In this regard we will help promote 
region-wide exchanges of best practice and specific solutions; and 

- improvements in governance, accountability and tax collection and spending, so 
as to support government efforts at removing bottlenecks that undermine good 
governance, to tackle inequality, to increase social cohesion and to respond to growing 
social demand for quality public services. 

 

Inequality, social cohesion and EUROsociAL inequality 

It’s widely agreed that one of the greatest barriers to development in any country, rich 
or poor, is inequality. Seven out of ten people in the world today live in countries where 
inequality has increased over the past three decades. A recent IMF study has confirmed 
the strong link between lower inequality and faster, more sustainable growth. Therefore, 
addressing inequality must be a prime concern for us all.  
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Europe and Latin America share a special responsibility in fighting inequality

  

. The 
European Union because it is the region with the most developed welfare systems, based 
on a strong belief in the need for everyone in society to be able to help create growth 
that lasts and benefits everyone. And Latin America because, while remaining the most 
unequal continent in the world in terms of income distribution, it is the only region in the 
world where social inclusion as measured by the Gini coefficient has in fact improved 
over the last decade. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

More than ever, Governments in Europe and Latin America are united in their firm 
commitment to social cohesion

EUROsociAL is 

. The EUROsociAL programme that brings us together 
today is the practical product of this shared commitment. 

demand-driven, as the beneficiary governments themselves define the 
actions to be implemented. It actively fosters South-South cooperation in Latin America 
– spending on which is expected to top 10 million euro during the programme’s lifetime. 
And it is results-based

EUROsociAL takes an innovative approach that produces 

, supporting only actions that have clearly formulated goals and 
are part of broader public policies.  

measurable outputs and 
outcomes

For instance, its four-year second phase has received EU funding worth 40 million euro. 
And I’m very pleased to say that it has already delivered some 

. Impressively, it does so on a relatively small budget divided among 18 
partner countries in 10 thematic areas.  

excellent tangible results 
across various sectors and countries

In my view it’s clear that EUROsociAL is a fine example of the modern, relevant 
cooperation that will take our relationship with Latin America forward. And I’m glad to 
see that, thanks to its success, its life is likely to be extended into 2015. The real future 
challenge for EUROsociAL now is to ensure that gains lead to public policy changes in our 
partner countries. 

. It has supported reform of the labour information 
system in Colombia to better match labour market demand and supply. It has 
contributed to the introduction of a new law for handicapped people in Honduras and a 
new policy on fiscal education in Brazil. Meanwhile, it fostered many regional initiatives 
in Latin America, in areas as diverse as tax administration, regional development, justice 
and social and economic dialogue. 

 

Conclusion 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Programmes like EUROsociAL show how we can take our cooperation to ever greater 
heights, enabling us together to take on the many global challenges of our modern, 
globalised world. These challenges require global solutions. To find those solutions, the 
European Union wants to forge meaningful global partnerships that will make a real 
difference to our world and bring prosperity and sustainable development to the entire 
planet.  
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It goes without saying that any genuine partnership must be a two-way street. None of 
us has answers or ready-made solutions to everything. That’s why we are seeking a 
partnership between the European Union and Latin America that fosters proper 
exchanges of workable solutions, useful expertise and valuable experience within and 
between our regions. We have much to learn from each other. 

For the European Union, Latin America is a key partner for the future. We are not 
turning our back on this great continent. On the contrary, we are looking forward with it.  

Muchas gracias. Muito obrigado. Many thanks. 

 

 


